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PREFACE.

To men sincerely interested in the welfare of society
and of their country, it must be particularly agreeable
to reflect on the rapid progress, and general diffusion of
the royal art through almost every part of the habitable
world ; for, where learning and civility is found, there
masonry also flourishes; and in particular within the
present age, has taken sure footing in Great Britain.
Whatever may be the case in some other kingdoms of
Europe, Asia, Africa, and America, we in this island
may boast of our superiority to those illiberal pgejudices,
which not only cramp the genius, but as it were sour the-
temper of man, and disturb all the agreeable intercourse
of society. Among us, Free-masonry is no longer con-
fined within the schools of the philosophers, or the courts
of princes; but, like all the greatest advantages which
heaven has bestowed on mankind, it is become as uni-
“versal as it is useful.

This general diffusion of masonic knowledge is one
effect of that happy constitution of government, which,
towards the close of the last century, was confirmed to
us, and which constitutes the peculiar glory of the nation.
In other countries the great body of the people possess
little wealth, have little power, and consequently meet
with little respect; except among the extensive body of
Free-masons, who are not only a most respectable com-
munity, but are universally esteemed in all foreign parts;
in Great Britain the people are opulent, have great influ-
ence, and claim of course a proper share of attention,
except among the society, where very little regard is

coa
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paid them, owing to their inferior rank in life and abili-
ties. To their improvement in the masonic art, theres
fore, men of letters have lately directed their studies; as
the great body of masons, no less than the dignified, the
learned, or the wealthy few, have an acknowledged title
to be amused and instructed. Books are of little use in
the scientific part of masonry, but they are the grand
out-lines of masonic morality, and the superstructure of
the noble art. Hence, to promote and advance this im-
provement, is the principa] design of this present under-
taking. No subject appears more interesting than this
we have chosen, and none seems capable of being
handled in a manner that may render it more generally
useful. .

The knowledge of Free-masonry, or to speak more ex-
tensively, the knowledge of the masonic world, and of
its inhabitants, its use and abuse, its rise and progress,
will be explained in this work, or at least promise the
best assistance for attaining this knowledge.

In the execution of our design, we have all along en-
deavoured to observe order and perspicuity. Elegarice
we have sacrificed to brevity. Happy to catch the lead-
ing features which distinguish the characters of Free-
masons, and by a few strokes to hit off, though not com-
pletely to finish, the picture of the society in ancient and
modern times.

What has enabled us to comprise so many subjects
within the narrow bounds of this work, is the omission
of many immaterial circumstances, which are recorded in
other performances of a similar kind, and of all those
incoherent accounts or descriptions which, to the dis-
grace of the human understanding, swell the works of
masonic authors, though the falsity of them, both from
their own nature and the concurring testimony of the
most enlightened and best informed travellers and histo-
rians, be long since detected.
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As to the particular parts of the work, we have been
Juore or less diffuse, according to their importance to us
as men, as masons, and as subjects of Great Britain.
Our own country, in both respects, deserved the greatest
share of our attention. Great Britain, though she cannot
boast of a more luxuriantsoil or happier climate than many
other countries, has advantages of another and superior
kind, which make her the delight, the envy, and the mis-
tress of the world: these are, the equity of some of her
laws, the freedom of her political constltutlon, and the
moderation of her religious system. Hence, with regard
to Free-masonry in the British empire, we have been

singularly copious.

Next to Great Britain, we have been most particular
upon the other states of Europe, and alwaysin propor-
tion as they present us with the largest field for masonic
reflection. By comparing together 6ur accounts of the

"European nations, an important system of practical ma-
sonic knowledge is inculcated, and a thousand arguments
will appear in favour of a mild region, a free government,
and an extended, unrestrained commerce.

Europe having occupied so large a part of our volume,
Asia next claims our attention, which, however, though
in some respects the most famous quarter of the world,
offers, when compared to Europe, extremely little for our
entertainment in masonic researches. In Asia, a strong
attachment to ancient customs, and the weight of tyran-
nical power, bear down the active genius of Free-
masonry.

In Africa the human mind seems 80 much degraded
below its natural state, consequently masonry has made
but.a slow progress in that vast extent of country—a
country so immersed in rudeness and barbarity as to ‘be
in a manner deprived of all arts and sciences, without
which the human mind remains torpid and inactive, dis-
covering no great variety in manners or character. A
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gloomy sameness almost every where prevails, except
among the European factories, with whom masonry.
flourishes.

America, whether considered as an immense countinent,
inhabited by an endless variety of different people, or as
a country intimately connected with Europe, by the ties
of commerce, government, and friendship, has not been
any-ways baekward in promoting and establishing Free-
masonry, a8 the great number of lodges testify.

Having thus treated on the history and antiquity of
Free-masonry in the four grand divisions of the globe,
we next proceed to investigate the manner of laying the
foundation stone of Free-masons’ Hall, its dedication,
completion, government, and furniture, &c. The com-
prehensiveness of Free-masonry, its defence against a'l
foreign and unjust attacks, together with a general vin-
dication, demand our next attention. Lastly, we treat
on masonic secresy, oaths, lodges, furniture, apparel,
jewels, &c., together with masonic hieroglyphics, and the
ancient and modern reasons why the ladies have never
been admitted into the society, closmg the hlstory with
masonic charity.

Thus masonry has withstood the ravages of the times,
unshaken, unpolluted, and without the least variation in
its secrets, customs, and usages, when even the tombs
and monuments, structures raised by masonic hands,
which should perpetuate our memories, are crumbled into

"dust ; and the proudest pyramid of them all, which wealth
and science have erected, has lost its apex, and stands
obtruncated in the traveller’s horizon. Kingdoms and
provinces, and towns and cities, have they not had their
periods? and when those principles and powers, which
at first cemented and put them together, have performed
their several revolutions, they fall back. - ‘Where is Troy,
and Mycenee, and Thebes, and Delos, and Persepolis, and
Agrigentum? What is becomeé of Nineveh and Baby-
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lon, of Cyzicum and Mitylena? the fairest towns that
. - ever the sun rose upon, are now no more ; the names only
are left,. and those (for many of them are wrong spelt)
are following themselves by piece-meals, to decay, and
in length of time will be forgotten ; but Free-masonry
will remain, survive, and flourish until time is no more.
Hence, in treating of such a variety of subjects, some
less obvious particulars, no doubt, must escape our notice.
But if our general plan be good, and the out-lines and
chief figures sketched with truth and judgment, the can-
dour of the learned, we hope, will excuse imperfections
which are unavoidable in a work of this limited kind.

* GEORGE SMITH.
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THE

USE AND BENEFIT

OF

SOCIETY IN GENERAL.

"THAT man is a being formed for society, and derives
from thence his highest felicity and glory, needs no proof';
nay, indeed, the history of mankind might well be con-
sidered as the history of social life; perpetually and in-
variably tending more and more to perfection. If we
duly consider man, we shall find him a social being ; and
in effect, such is his nature, that he cannot well subsist
alone: for out of society he could neither preserve life,
display or perfect his faculties and talents, nor attain any
real and solid happiness. . )

Society naturally results:from population, and govern-
ment is a part of the social state. From considering the
few wants that men have, in proportion to the resources
which nature affords them; the little assistance and hap-
piness they find in the civil state, in comparison of the
wants, ‘pains, and evils they accumulate in it; their in-
stinct for independence and liberty, common to them,
with all other living beings, together with a number of
reasons drawn from their natural construction; for, con-
sidering all these things, it has even sometimes been
doubted, whether sociability was so natural to mankind .
as it has generally been thought to be.

) But, on the other hand, the helplessness and duration

of man’s infancy; the nakedness of his body, not covered
either with hair or feathers; the tendency of his mind to
perfection, the necessary consequence of the length of
his life; maternal fondness, which is increased with cares
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and fatigues; which after it has carried the ehild in the
womb for nine -months, suckles it, and bears it in its
arms for whole years; the reciprocal attachment arising
from this habit between two beings that relieve and ca-
ress each other, the numerous marks of intercourse in an
organization, that adds to the accents of the voice, com-
mon to so many animals, the language of the fingers, and
of gestures that are peculiar to the human race; natural
events, which in a hundred different ways may bring to-
gether, or reconcile wandering and free individuals ; ac-
cidents and unforeseen wants, which oblige them to meet
for the purposes of hunting, fishing, or even of defence ;
" in a word, the example of .s0 many creatures that live in
herds, such as amphibious animals and sea-monsters,
flights of crames and other birds, even insects that are
found in columns and swarms: all these facts and reason-
ings seem to prove, that man by his nature tends to
sociability, and he is the sooner disposed to enter into it,
as he cannot {)opulate much under the torrid zone, with-
out being collected into avandering or sedentary tribes ;
nor spread himself much under the other zones, without
assoclating with his fellow-creatures, for the prey and the
spoils which the wants of food and cloathing require.

Had not the God of nature intended man for society, he
" never would have formed him subject to such a variety

of wants and infirmities. ' This would have been highl}y
inconsistent with divine wisdom, or the regularity o
omniscience: on the contrary, the very necessities of
human nature unite men together, and fix them in a state
of mutual dependence on one another. For select the
most perféct and accomplished of the human race, a Her~
cules or a Sampson, a Bacon or a Boyle, a Locke or a
Newton, nay we need not except even Solomon himself, and
suppose him fixed alone, even in this happy island, where
nature, from her bounteous stores, seems to have formed
another Eden, and we should soon find him deplorably
. wretched ; and by being destitute of a social intercourse,
deprived of every shadow of happiness.

"herefore for the establishment of . our felicity, Provi-
deuce, in its general system with regard to the govern-
ment of this world, has ordained a reciprocal connection
between all the various parts of it, which cannot subsist
without a mutual dependence; and from the human



3

'spet_zies, down to the lowest parts of the creation, one
chain unites all nature. This is excellently observed,
and most beautifully described, by a late celebrated poet;
in the following lines:

God in the natuare of each being founds

Its proper bliss, and sets its proper bounds ;

But as he form'd a whole, the whole tg bless,

On mutual wants built mutual happiness.

So from the first eternal order ran,
And creature link'd to creature, man to man.

Under these circumstances, men must of necessity form
associations for their comfort, friendship, and defence, as
well as for their very existence. Had revelation been
silent on this head, yet we might by.the mere light of
nature have easily discovered it to be our duty to be
kindly affectionated one to another. No system can be
more agreeable to the common sentiments of mankind,
nothing built upon suger terms of equity and reason, than
that I shall treat my fellow-creature with the same can-
dour and benevolence, with the same affection and sin-
cerity I should expect myself. It is true, this was not
delivered in express words till the time of Moses, nor so
fully explained and understood as at the coming of the
prophets. Yet-we have great reason to believe that it
was the first law revealed to Adam, immediately upon
his fall, and was a genuine precept of uncorrupted human
nature. That every one is naturally an enemy to his
neighbour, was the malevolent assertion of a non-masonic

_philosopher, Hobbes: one who vainly thinking himself
deeper versed in the principles of man than any before
him, and having miserably corrupted his own mind by
many wild extravagancies, concluded, from such acquired
corruption, that all men were naturally the same. How *
to reconcile a tenet of this kind with the justice and

oodness of a supreme being, seems a task too difficult
or the most learned person to execute; and what that
gloomy philosopher of Malmesbury was contented barely
to lay down, without the least shew of argument in its
defence. That God should be a being of infinite justice,
creating us in a necessary state of dependence on, and at.
the same time bring us.into the world with inclinations of
enmity and cruelty towards each other, is a contradiction
so palpable, as no man can assert consistently with a
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reverential notion of his divine Maker. And were there

no sufficient proofs against it, even from our imperfect

}deas of the Creator, the very laws of nature would con-
ute it.

By the law of nature, I would be understood to mean,
that will of God which is discoverable to us by the light
of reason without the assistance of revelation. Now,
nothing is more evident than this grand maxim, that
whatever principles and actions have an inseparable con-
nection with the gublic bappiness, and are necessary to
the well-being of society, are fundamental laws of nature,
and bear the stamp of divine authority.

This will evidently appear from the following considera-
tion: when the Grand Architect of the universe had, with
the greatest wisdom and most exact proportion, formed
this globe, and replenished it with every thing necessary

«for life and ornament, he, last of all, created man, after
his own image, enduing him with #ational and immortal
powers, adéquate to the present and future happiness for
which he was designed. .

But though he found himself in Paradise, where every
thing abounded for his sustenance and delight, yet for
want of a creature of the same rational nature with him-
self, his felicity was incomplete ; so much did the innate
ideas of society possess and influence the human mind
from its first existence, that the highest enjoyments with-
out participation were tasteless and unaffecting ;

(Our grandsire Adam, e’er of Eve possest,
Alone, and e’en in Paradise unblest,

‘With mournful look the blissful sccne survey’d,
And wander’d in the solitary shade;

The Maker saw, took pity, and bestow'd
‘Woman, the last, the best reserve of God!)

A strong groof that even in the original state of human
nature, selfish and narrow principles had no share ; and
that to communicate blessings was to increase them. To
gratify his wishes, enlarge his mind, and establish hjs
happiness, which before was very imperfect, God created
an helpmate for him. Woman, his last best gift ; thereby
enabling him to exchange the solitary for the social life;
an imperfect for a perfect bliss! Now the human mind
began to expand; a new chain of ideas and affections
succeeded ; its joys were increased, and its wishes accom-
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plished. These dispositions were continued with the
species, and man has ever since had recourse to society,
as an essential means to humanize his heart and meliorate
the enjoyments of life.

But, alas! he being created free in the exertion of the
faculties, both of body and mind, and these faculties being
vitiated by sin in our first parents, the taint became here-
ditary, and soon broke out in symptoms which foreboded
destruction to the peace and happiness of the world.
Cain furnished an early and terrible instance of the truth
of this assertion, when of the first two brothers that ever
were on earth, one fell a victim to the envious fury of the
other, and demonstrated that a train of new passions had
taken possession of the human heart. Envy, hatred, and
revenge now made their first appearance, and bloodshed
and discord followed. Ties of consanguinity first ce-
mented mankind ; but after the sons of Noah had rendered
the earth more populous, and the confusion of languages
had separated one family from another, vice and impiety
beldly raised their heads. Thetrefore, to remedy these
dreadful evils, and avert their consequences, the uniting
various men and different orders, in the bonds of friend-
ship,seemed the best and surest method ; and was, indeed,
the greatest and most effectual defence against the uni-
versal depravity of corrupted human nature : it was here
alone protection could be had,from the attacks of violence,
or the insinuations of fraud; from the force of brutal
strength, or the snares of guilty design. -

Further, to promote these ends, and secure such bless-
ings, laws.were now necessarily introduced for the safety
and advantage of every individual; and of their good
effect, we in this nation ought to be better judges than
the whole world besides, for ours, we may extol, as St.
Paul expresses himself, in confidence of boastin%.

If we confine ourselves to particular parts of society,
and treat on bodies of men, who, though members of, and
subordinate to the general system, unite themselves into
distinct communities, for their own immediate advantage,
and relatively for the public benefit, we shall find some
entering into such associations upon different views, and
to answer various purposes. . We of this nation in parti-
cular fear no enemy at our gates, though at present so
much boasted of, nor no violence from our neighbours,
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and I hope no treachery from our friends or brethren ;

but assemble with men of similar opinions and manners,

not out of necessity for the preservation of our lives, but

to render them more beneficial to others and pleasing to

ourselves; by enabling us to perform those duties, and
. afford that assistance to each other in a united capacity,

which, as individuals, we were unable to do.

To this kind of associations, I shall confine myself in
the following work ; and shall treat on the use and abuse
of the ancient institution of Free and Accepted Masons in

rticular—an establishment founded on the benevolent
intentions of extending and confirming mutual happiness,
upon-the best and truest principles of moral and social
virtue. ) : :

For among many instances of the above truth, a})parent
to evelgv intelligent person, 18t us reflect, that in all socie
ties and governments-there are some indigent and miser-
able, whom we are taught to regard as objects of our
compassion and our bounty ; it is, therefore, our indis-
pensable duty, both as men and as Free-masons, to aid
such ‘with our counsel, commiserate their afflictions, and
relieve them in their distress.

"Tis what the happy to th’ unhappy owe,
For what man gives, the gods on him bestow.

- This principle is the bond of peace, and the cement of
true masonic affection. Free-masons esteem it as a virtue
of the most diffusive nature, not to be confined to par-
ticular persons, but extending to the yhole human race ;
to administer assistance to the needy is their highest

ride and their utmost wish, establishing friendship and

orming connections, not by receiving but by conferring

bénefits. As soon might the builder alone work through
each tedious course og an edifice, without the assistance
of his fellow-craftsmen, as poor, helpless, unassisted man
toil through each chequered stage of human life.

The Almighty has therefore furnished men with different
capacities, and blessed them with various powers, that
they may be mutually beneficial and serviceable to each
other; and indeed, wherever we turn our eyes and
thoughts, we shall find scope sufficient to employ those
capacities, and exercise those powers, agreeagle to the
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celebrated maxim of the great Socratic disciple, that we
are not born for ourselves alone.

That we may not be too much elevated with the con-
templation of our own abundance, we should consider,
no man comes into this world without imperfections;
that we may not decline being serviceable to our fellow-
creatures, we should reflect, that all have their portions
for improvements; that we may not be remiss or reluc-
tant in good offices, we should remind ourselvés, however
affluent our fortunes may be, we are not entirely in-
dependent’of others, and where much is given, much
wii)l be required; we are commanded to be fruitful in
good works; and throughout the whole creation we
shall find no precedent for inutility or indolence ; for he
that contributes neither study, labour, nor fortune to the
public, is a deserter to the community. All human affec-
tions, if directed by the governing principle of reason,
tend to promote some useful purpose. Compassion, if
properly exerted, is the most beneficent of all human
virtues, extending itself to-a greater number of objects,
exciting more lasting degrees of happiness, than any
other. Some affections are indeed more fierce and vio-
lent, but their action, like a sudden explosion of prepared
military combustibles, is no sooner begun than its force
is spent.

The rational, the manly pleasure, which necessarily
accompanies compassion, can only be known' to those
who have experienced its effects ; for who ever relieved
the indigent, and did not at the same time receive the
highest gratification? To see a fellw-creature labouring
in agony and pain, or struggling under the oppressive
burthen of helplessness and want, or suffering under the
inhumanity of law and lawyers, thousand times worse
than the ravages of war or the barbarian’s cruelty, pre-
sently raises pity in the human breast, induces us to
sympathize with the object in his distress and misfor-
tunes, and inspires us with the tender masonic disposi-
tions of charity and kind assistance.

If our pleasure was to be estimated in proportion to its
extent and duration, that of doing good must rival and
outshine all others the mind is susceptible of, being both
from its nature, and the variety of objects on which it
acts, greatly superior to the fleeting and unsatisfactory
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enjoyment arising from the satisfying our sensual appe-
tites. Hence compassion, both on account of its duration,
from its pleasing effects, and its unbounded utility to the
world, ought to be highly valued and duly cultivated by
all who consult their own felicity, or the prosperity and
interest of that country, society, or people to which they
belong. :

It \%ould be absurd to dwell longer on this head, as I
am addressing a society who, in every age, from the earli-
est tirges to this present day, have been justly celebrated
for their disinterested liberality, and whose proceedings
have been constantly directed by the desires of doing
good to, and promoting the happiness of every individual.

From the above considerations, the necessity of consti-
tuting particular societies, is strikingly obvious ; for next
to the veneration of the Supreme Being, the love of man-
kind seems to be the most promising source of real satis-
faction. It is a never-failing one to him who, possessed
of this principle, enjoys all the means of indulging it;
and -who makes the superiority of his fortune, his know-
ledge, or his power, subservient to the wants of his
fellow-creatures. . It is true, there are few whose abilities
or fortunes are so adapted to the necessities and infirmities
of human nature, as to render them capable of perform-
ing works of universal beneficence, but a spirit of universal
benevolence may be exercised by all ; and the bounteous
Father of nature has not proportioned the pleasure to the
greatness of the effect, but to the greatness of the cause.
Here let not my meaning be mistaken ; I would not be
understood to insinuate that we are absolutely so obliged
to be bountiful, that nothing will excuse us; for it is an
universal maxim among Free-masons, that justice must

recede charity ; and except where the exigencies of the

istressed call for immediate relief, we should always
recollect our abilities, and our natural connections and
debts to the world, whenever our dispositions may
prompt us to bestow any singular bounty. And give
me leave to observe, it is not the idle, indolent, extrava-
gant, or unworthy, but the industrious and deserving,
though distressed brother, who has a just title to our
extraordinary beneficence and charity; a circumstance
that ought always, and on all occasions, to direct the
exertion of the above virtue. *
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Having thus, in some measure, deduced the nature and
real necessity of society, and, in a great measure, shewn
the duties ‘incumbent upon us as members of it ; may we
as men and upright Free-masons faithfully discharge the
duties of our various stations in the society; and above
all, be ever ready to do to others as we could in their cir-
cumstances reasonably wish to ‘be done unto.

They who move in a higher sphere, have indeed a much
larger province wherein to do good; but those of an in-
ferior degree will be as eminently distinguished in the
mansions of bliss (if they moye regularly, and if they are
useful members of society) as the highest. He whospey
forms his part best, not he who personates an eanWd
character, will meet with applause. For the moon,
though she borrows her light from the sun, also sets
forth the glory of God; and the flowers of the field
declare a Providence equally with the stars of the firma-
ment. :

To conclude then, let me exhort all my worthy brethren
to be diligent iff the cultivation of every moral and social
virtue ; for so long only do we act consistently with the
principles of our venerable institution. Then what has
been said, though on an occasion far more important to
mankind, may not improperly be appropriated as the
badge of our respectable Order. By this shall all men
know that you belong to the brethren, if your hearts
glow with affection, not to Masons alone, but to the
whole race of mankind. And well, indeed, may ours be
called a happy institution! whose supreme wish is
founded on the "truest source of felicity, and whose
warmest endeavours are ever exerted.in cementing the
ties of human nature by acts of benevolence, charity, and
social affection ; and who, amidst the corruption and im-
morality of the latter ages, have maintained their assem-
blies, their genuine principles, and unsullied reputation
acquired ang established in-the first.

‘Whilst qualities like these direct your proceedings and
influence your actions, Freemasonry must ever be revered

“and cultivated. by the just, the good, and the exalted
mind, as the surest means of establishing peace, harmony,
and good will amongst men.
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-»THE antiquity and great utility of this noble and most
praiseworthy society being generally acknowledged in
most parts of the habitable world, it would be as absurd
to conceive it required new aids for its support, as for
him who has the use of sight to demand a proof - of the
apparent rising and setting of the sun. Nevertheless; I
shall lay before my readers some useful strictures on the -
origin, nature, and design of this most uBeful institution;
and, with certainty, though with prudent reserve, confute
and avert the many shameful and idle falsehoods which
have, for ages past, and at present, been industriously
propagated by its enemies, the better to inform the
candid and well meaning, who might not know how to
investigate the truth, or may want leisure, capacity, and
opportunity for that purpose. :

With this view I have made it my business for many
years to collect a great number of passages from writers
eminent for their learning and probity, where I thought
they might serve to illustrate my subject. The propriety
of such proceeding is too obvious to need any apology.

And here permit me to observe, that the %rightest
titles suffer no diminution of lustre; nay, that nobility
itself derives distinction from the support and counte-
nance of an institution so venerable. For if antiquity
merits our attention, and demands our reverence, where
will the society be found that hath an equal claim?
Freemasons are well informed from their own private
and interior records, that the building of Solomon’s
Temple is an important eera, from whence we derive
many mysteries of our art. Now, be it remembered,
that this great event took place above a thousand years
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before the Christian sra; and consequently more than
a century before Homer, the first of the Grecian poets,
wrote; and abqye five centuries before Pythagoras
brought from the East his system of truly masonic
instruction, to illuminate the Western World.

But, remote as is this period, we date not from thence
the commencement of our art; for though it might owe
to the wise and glorious king some of its many mystic
forms and hieroglyphic- ceremonies, yet certainly the art
itself is coeval with man, the great object of it. Nay,
it may be well styled coeval with creation; whem the"
sovereign Architect raised, on masonic principles, the
beauteous globe, and commanded that master science,
geometry, to lay the planetary world, and to regulate

y its lawg the whole stupendous system in just, uner-
ring proportion rolling round the central sun!

If our first parent and his offspring had continued in
the terrestrial paradise, they would have had no occasion
for mechanic arts, or any of the sciences now in use;
Adam being cgeated with all those perfections and bless-
ings which could either add to his dignity or be condu-
cive to his real welfare. In that happy period he had
no propensity to evil, no perverseness in his heart, no
darkness or obscurity in his understanding; for had he
- laboured under those maladies, he would not have been a
perfect man, nor would there be any difference betwixt
man in a state of innocence and in a state of degeneracy
and corruption. It was, therefore, in consequence of his
wilful transgression that any evils came upon him; and
having lost his innocence, he, in that dreadful moment,
forfeited likewise his supernatural lights and infused
knowledge, whereby every science (as far as human
nature is capable of) was rendered familiar to him with-
out the tedious labour of ratiocination requisite to make
men even of the greatest abilities, whose ideas, after all,
remain weak and imperfect.

From this remarkable and fatal aera, we date the
necessity and origin of sciences. First arose divinity,
whereby was pointed out to fallen mdn the ways -and
will of God, the omnipotence and mercy of an offended
Creator. Then law ; for no sooner had Adam transgressed
the divine command, than we find him cited to appear
before the Almighty Judge. When self-accused, after
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o ~ hearing his defence, sentence was pronounced upon him.

-.'

The royal art was beyond all doubt coeval with the above
sciences, and was carefully handed down by Methuselah, -
who died but a few days {oefore the general deluge, and
who had lived 245 years with Adam, by whom he was
instructed in all the mysteries of this sublime science,
which he faithfully communicated to his grandson, Noah,
who transmitted it to posterity ; and it has ever been
preserved with a veneration and prudence suitable to its
great importance, being always confined to the knowledge
of the worthy only, or ought so to be. This is confirmed
by many instances, which men of readitg and speculation
(especially such as are of this society) cannot suffer to
escape them.

- At first mankind adhered to the lessons of nature ; she
used necessity for the means, urged them to invention,
and assisted tgem in the operation. Our primitive fathers,
seeing the natural face of the earth was not sufficient for
the sustenance of the animal creation, had regourse to
their faithful tutoress, who taught them how to give
it an artificial face, by erecting habitations and culti-
vating the ground ; and these operations, among other
‘valuable effects, led them to search into and contemplate
upon the nature and properties of lines, figures, super-
ficies, and solids; and, by degrees, to form the sciences
of geometry and architecture, which have been of the

reatest utility to the human species. Hence we were

rst taught the means whereby we might attain practice,
and by practice introduce speculation.

From the flood to the days of king Solomon, the
liberal arts and sciences gradually spread themselves over
different parts of the globe, every nation having had
some share in their propagation; but according to their
different manners, some have cultivated them with more
accuracy, perseverance, and success than others: and
though the secrets of the royal art have not been indis-
criminately revealed, they have nevertheless been com-
nlllunicated in every age tosuch as were worthy to receive
them.

But I am not at liberty publicly to undraw the curtain,
and openly to descant on this head ; it is sacred, and
ever will remain so: those who are honoured with the
trust will not reveal it, except to the truly qualified
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brother, and they who are ignorant of it cannot be-
tray it. : .
I shall however observe, that this art was called royal,
_ not only because it was originally practised by kings and
princes, who were the first professors of it, but likewise
on account of the superiority which so sublime a science
gave its disciples over the rest of mankind.

This supreme and divine knowledge being derived
from the Almighty Creator to Adam, its principles ever
since have been, and still are, most sacredly preserved
and inviolably concealed. For as all things in process of
time are liabﬁ to decay and corruption, the ancient pro-
fessors wisely foreseeing the great abuses which their
exalted mysteries might sustain, if generally made known,
determined to confine the knowledge of them only to
select brethren, men whom they hag found by long ex-
perience to be well versed in the general principles of
the society, and who were eminent for their piety, learn-
ing, and abilities.

Hence it is that a man may be sufficiently able to ac-
quit himself in every test that is laid down by our pre-
sent institution, to prove his regular initiation therein,
and also to shew that he is not unacquainted with its
general principles, and yet at the same time he may be
totally ignorant and undeserving of the more valuable
parts of this ancient society. These, like the adyta of
the ancient temples, are hid from the vulgar eyes. It is
not every one that is barely initiated into Freemasonry,
that is entrusted with all the mysteries thereto belong-
ing; they are not attainable as things of course, nor by
every capacity: for as our famous Mr. Locke justly ob-
serves (speaking of this society), though all have a right
and opportunity (if they be worthy and able to learn) to
know all the arts and mysteries belonging to it, yet that
is not the case, as some want capacity and others indus-
try to acquire them. Nevertheless, such is the real feli-

- city, necessarily resulting from a knowledge and practice
of the general principles of this fraternity, as alone was
ever found sufficient to entitle it to a preference of all
other institutions.

From the earliest ages of antiquity, the royal art was
ever taught with the greatest circumspection, not in
schools ur academies to a promiscuous audience, but was




14

confined to certaln families ; the rulers of which instruct-
ed their children or disciples, and by this means conveyed
their mysterious knowledge to posterity.

After the flood, the professors of this art (according
to ancient tradition) were first distinguished by the name
of Noachidee, or sons of Noah, afterwards by that of
sages or wise men (men instructed as Moses in all the
wisdom of the Egyptians), Chaldeans, philosophers, mas-
ters in Israel, &c., and were ever venerated as sacred
persons. They consisted of men of the brightest parts
and genius, who exerted their utmost abilities in dis-
covering the various mysteries of nature from whence to
draw improvements and inventions of the most useful
consequences. Men, whose talents were not only em-

loyed in speculation, or in private acts of beneficence ;
Eut who were also public blessings to the age and coun-
try in which they lived, possessed with moderate desites,
who knew to conquer their passions; practisers and
teachers of the purest morality, ever exerting themselves
to promote the harmony and felicity of society. They
were therefore consulted from ull parts, and venerated
with that sincere homage which is never paid but to real
merit ; and the greatest and wisest potentates on earth
esteemed it an addition to their imperial dignities, to be
inrolled among such bright ornaments of human nature.

A principal excellence which rendered them famous
among men, was taciturnity, which, in a peculiar manner,
they practised and inculcated, as necessary for conceal-
ing from the unworthy, what few were qualified to learn,
and still fewer to teach.

In those times, when the present rules and maxims of
‘our profession of Freemasonry had their beginning, the
minds of men were possess’d of allegories, emblems, and
mystic devices, in which peculiar sciences, manners, in-
stitutions, and doctrines in many nations were wrapt up.
This was an invention of the earliest ages. The priests
in Egypt secreted the mysteries of their religion from
the vulgar by symbols and hieroglyphics, comprehensi-
ble alone to those of their own Order. The priests of
Greece and Rome practised other subtleties by which
the art of divination was enveiled, and their oracles were
intelligible only to their brethren, who expounded them
to the people. : : ‘

.
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These examples were wisely adopted for the purposes
of concealing the mysteries of Masonry ; like the Cybil’s
leaves, the secrets of the brotherhood would appear to
the world as indistinct and scattered fragments, whilst -

hey convey to Masons an uniform and well connected
m.

In the forming of this society, which I believe was
originally both religious and civil, great regard has been
given to the first knowledge of the God of nature, and
that acceptable service wherewith he is well pleased.

This was the first stage on which our originals thought
it expedient to place the foundation of Masonry; they
had experienced, that from religion all civil ties and obli-
gations were compacrer. and that thence proceeded all
thé bonds which couvid ugite mankind in-social inter-

. course : hence it was, that they laid the corner stone of
the edifice on the bosom of religion.

In the first ages of the world, science was in a low

state ; because the uncultivated tnanners of our fore- °

fathers rendered them in general incapable of that know-
. ledge which their posterity have so amply enjoyed : the
professors of the royal art, therefore, found it absolutely
requisite, to exclude the more unworthy and barbarous
part of mankind from their assemblies, and to conceal
their mysteries under such allegorical figures, as they
alone could explain (even with us at this day, it is indis-
pensable to prevent future bad consequences, by conceal-
ing from vulgar eyes, the means used to unfold such mys-
teries) ; wherefore the greatest caution was ever observed
at their meetings, that no unqualified person might enter
amongst them, and every method was employed to tyle
them securely, and conceal the real intent and design of
their convocations.

In order to render their proceedings more edifying and
more extensively useful, charges were delivered at certain
times, as well for regulating the conduct of the fraternity,
as preserving that mark of distinction, which their supe-
rior merit justly entitled them to.

The second state of Freemasonry is grounded on this
period; the Temple at Jerusalem owns the probation of
the craftsmen. Hence, it is not to be presumed, that we
are a society of men, professing religious principles con-
trary to the revelations and doctrines of the son of God,
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reverencing a deity by the denomination of the God of °

nature, and denying that mediation which is graciously

offered to all true believers. The members of our society

at this day, in the third stage of Masonry, confess them-

selves to be Christians : the veil of the temple is rent;

~ the builder is smitten, and we are raised from the tomb
of transgression. Hence, how Mahometans, Jews, &c.
can prevail on themsélves to be initiated into this society, .
is to me a surprise. .Nevertheless I know many of them
to be very good Masons.

I humbly presume it is not'to be understood, that the
name of Free-mason, in this society, denotes that the ori-
gin or rise of such society was solely from builders, archi-
tects, or mechanics; for at the times in which Moses
ordained the setting up of the sanctuary,' and when Solo-
mon was about to build the Temple of Jerusalem, they
selected from out of the people, those men who were en-
lightened with the true faith, and being full of wisdom
and religious fervour, were found proper to conduct these
works of piety. It was on those occasions that our pre-

_decessors appeared to the world as architects, and were
formed into a body, under salutary rules, for the govern-
ment of those who were employed in these great works:
since which period builders have adopted the name of
Masons. I am induced to believe the name of Mason has
its derivation from a language, in which it implies some
strong indication, or distinction, of the nature of the
society; and that it has not its relation to architects.
The French word Maison signifies a family or particular
race of people. It seems asif the name was compounded
of Maw-Zwav, queero salutem ; and the title of Masonry no
more than a corruption of Meosgaisw, sum in medio ceeli, or
Matssood, signa. calestia,® which conjectures are strength-
ened by our symbols.

The titles therefore of Mason and Masonry most proba-
bly were derived from the Greek language, as the Greek
idiom is adopted by them in many instances. The Druids,
when they committed any thing to writing, used the
Greek alphabet; and I am bold to assert, the most per-
fect remains of the Druids’ rites and ceremonies are pre-

1 Exodus, ch. 31.v. 2, 7. ch. 36. v. 1, 2.
¢ Job, ch. 38. v. 32. Exod, ch. 11. v. 4,6. .
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gerved in the customs and ceremonies of Masons, that are
to be found existing among mankind. My brethren may
be able to trace them with greater exactness than I am
at liberty to explain to the public. The original names
of Masons and Masonry may probably be derived from, or
corrupted of Musigion, 7es arcana, mysteries, and Mgy,
sacris initiatus mysta, those initiated to sacred mysteries.
After this concise and general account of the ancient
professors of the royal art, and its original names, and
the sublime truths which they were possessed of, and were
by them ‘transmitted down to posterity in the manner
before described, we will proceeg to the building of that
glorious edifice, at which period this society became a
~ regular and uniform institution, under the denomination
of Free and Accepted Masons, whose customs and pro-
ceedings I shall describe, as far as I am permitted.

Though the Almighty and eternal Jehovah has no occa-
sion for a temple, or house to dwell in, for the heaven of
heavens is not capable of containing his immensity, yet
it was his divine will, that a tabernacleshould be erected
for him in the wilderness by Moses, and afterwards a
temple, by Solomon, at Jerusalem, as his sanctuary ; both
of which were to be constructed, not according to human
invention, but after the pattern which the Lord himself
had given. The whole model of the tabernacle was
shewn to Moses on mount Sinai;® and the pattern of the
temple was also given to David by the hand of the Lord,
and by him delivered to Solomon his son.*

The tabernacle might be considered as the palace of the
most High, the dwelling of the God of Israel ; wherein
the Israelites, during their peregrination in the wilderness,
performed the chief of their religious exercises, offered
their sacrifices, and worshipped God. The tabernacle
was erected about A. L. 2513. It was 30 cubits in length,
10 in breadth, and 10 in height ;* it was divided into two
partitions, the first was called The Holy Place, which was
20 cubits long and 10 wide ; here was placed the table of
shew-bread, the golden candlestick, and the golden altar

“of incense. The second was called the Most Holy Place,
whose length was 10 cubitsand breadth 10 cubits, wherein,

3 Exod., ch. 25. v. 9. w 41 Chron., ch. 2, 8. v. 11, &e.
5 Cubit=1 foo"c, 5.406 inches.
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before the building of the temple, the ark of the cove-
nant was kept. The Most Holy Place was divided from
the Holy Place, by a veil of very rich cloth,® which hun
upon four pillars of Shittim wood, that were covereg
with plates of gold.

The temple, erected by Solomon (which was built after
the model of the tabernacle) at Jerusalem, had its foun-
dation laid in the year of the world 2992 ; before Christ
1008 ; before the vulgar sera 1012; and it was finished
A. L. 83000; and dedicated 3001 ; before Christ 999 ; be-

‘fore the vulgar @ra 1003. The glory of this temple did
not consist in the magnitude of its dimensions; for though
it was twice as long and capacious every way as the
tabernacle, yet alone, it was but a small pile of building.
The main grandeur and excellency were in its ornaments ;
the workmanship being every where exceeding curious,
and the overlayings prodigious ; it was built of new large
stones, hewn out in the most curious and ingenious man-
ner ; itg out-buildings, which were large, beautiful, and
sumptuous ; but, still more admirable in this majestic
building, were those extraordinary marks of divine fa-
vour with which it was honoured, viz. The ark of the
covenant, in which was put the tables of the law, and the
mercy-seat, which was upon it; from whence the divine
oracles were given out, with an audible voice, as often
as God was consulted in behalf of his people ; the Sche-
chinah, or the divine presence, manitested by a visible
cloud resting over the mercy-seat ; the urim and thum-
mim, by which the high-priest consulted God in difficult
and momentous cases, relating to the public interest of
the nation ; the holy fire which came down from heaven
upon the altar, at the consecration ; these, indeed, were
excellencies and beauties derived from a divine source,
distinguishing and exalting this sacred structure above all
others.” David, filled with the hopes of building this
temple, declared his intentions to Nathan the prophet ;®
but this was not permitted him, because his reign had
been attended with wars, bloodshed, and slaughter, and
he still had to contend with many powerful enemies; but
though forbid to execute this divine and glorious work,

¢ Exod., ch. 26. v. 31. Heb., ch. 9. v. 23.
7 1 Kings, ch. 18.v. 38. 8.Sam. ch. 7. v. 1, 3.
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he made considerable preparations for that purpose;
which having done, and drawing towards his latter end,
he, assembled all the princes and chief persons of the
kingdom, and ordered and encouraged Solomon publicly,
and in their presence, to pursue such his intention,® and
delivered the pattern or scheme of all the houses, &c."
the courses of the priests and Levites," and likewise the
pattern of the cherubims,”? earnestly exhorting his ser-
vants, in regard to the tender age of his son Solomon,
who was yet but very young, to yield him their councils
.and assistance, in erecting a palace, not designed for man,
but for the Lord God. David himself gave towards this
building of the temple, out of his own treasures, 3000
talents of gold of Ophir, and 7000 talents of silver.

The princes of this kingdom followed the glorious
example of their king, and gave 5,000 talents and 10,000
drachmas of gold, 10,000 talents of silver, 18,000 talents
of brass, and 100,000 talents of iron, as also a great many
of the most precious stones. .
. When David the king was dead, and Solomon was
established on his throne, he resolved to carry into exe-
cution his father’s design, and erect a temple to his great
Creator. For which purpose, he applied to Hiram, king
of Tyre, for assistance; and, having readily obtained a
promise of what he desired, and procured from thence,
and other parts, men and materials sufficient for his in-
tentions, he began that great and majestic fabric; and as
method and order are known and confessed to be essen-
tials requisite in conducting all great designs, he pro-
ceeded in the following manner, viz.: he numbered and
classed bis men according to their abilities, viz.: princes
and rulers, 300 ; overseers, that were expert master ma-~
sons, 3,300 ; stone-squarers, polishers, and sculptors, all
which were expert fellow-crafts, 80,000 ; the levy out
of Israel, appointed to work in Lebanom, one month in
three, 10,000 each month, under thethivection of noble
‘Adoniram, who was the junior G. W. 30,000. Whole
number employed, exclusive of the two G. W. and men
of burthen, not numbered among masons, were 113,600.

Solomon likewise partitioned the fellow-crafts into

9 1 Chron. ch. 28. v. 1, 10. 11 Chron. ¢.'28. v. 11, 12.
uvy.11,13. 1BYV.18 13 A. L. 2989.
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certain lodges,” appointing to each, one to preside as
master, assisted by two others as guardians,” that they
might receive commands in a regular manner, take care
of the jewels, and be duly paid, fed, and cloathed, &c.

These necessary regulations being previously settled,
to preserve that order and bharmony which would be ab-
solutely requisite among so great a number, in executing
so large a work, he also took into consideration the
future agreement and prosperity of the craft, and delibe-
rated on the best means to secure them by a lasting
cement. ‘ :

Now brotherly love and immutable fidelity presented
themselves to his mind as the most proper basis for an
institution, whose aim and end should be to establish
permanent unity among its members, and to render them
a society, who, while they enjoyed the most perfect feli-
city, would be of considerable utility to mankind. And,
being desirous to-transmit it under the ancient restrictions
as a blessing to future ages, Solomon decreed, that when-
ever they should assemble in their lodges to discourse -
upon, and improve themselves in the arts and sciences,
and whatever else should be deemed proper topics to
increase their knowledge, they should likewise instruct
each other in secrecy and prudence, morality and good
fellowship ; and for these purposes he established certain
peculiar rules and customs to be invariably observed in
their conversations, that their minds might be enriched
by a perfect acquaintance with, and practice of, every
moral, social, and religious duty, lest, while they were
so highly honoured by being employed in raising a temple
to the great Jehovah, they should neglect to secure to
themselvés an happy admittance into the celestial lodge,
of which the temple was only to be a type.

Thus did our wise grand master contrive a plan, by
mechanical and practical allusions, to instruct the crafts-
men in principlz’of the most sublime speculative philo-
sophy and moral Masonry, tending to the glory of God,
and to secure to them temporal blessings here, and eter-
nal life hereafter ; as well as tb unite the speculative and

14 A lodge is the place where Masons meet to transact the business of
the society, and to expatiate on the craft.
15 See k of Constitutions, p. 21, &e.
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operative Masons; thereby forming a two-fold advantage
from the principles of geometry and architecture, on one
part, and the precepts of wisdom and ethics on the other.
The next circumstance which demanded Solomon’s atten-_
tion was, the readiest and most effectual method of pay-
ing the wages of so vast a body of men, according to
their respective degrees, without error or confusion, that
nothing might be found among the masons of Sion, save
harmony and peace.”® This was settled in a manner well-
known to all regular made Masons, and, therefore, is
unnecessary, as also improper, to be mentioned here.

These arguments being adjusted, the noble structure
was begun,” and conducted with such grandeur, order,
and concord, as afforded Solomon the most exalted satis-
faction, and filled him with the strongest assurance, that
the royal art would be further encouraged in future ages,

- and amongst various nations, from the excellencies of
this temple, and the fame and skill of the Israelites, in -
the beauty and symmetry of the architecture therein
displayed. _

He was likewise sensible, that when the building
should be completed, the craftsmen would disperse them-
selves over the whole earth; and, being desirous to per-
* petuate in the most effectual manner the harmony and
good fellowship already established among them, and to
secure to themselves, their future pupils, and their suc-
cessors, the honour and respect due to men whose abili-
ties were so great, and would be so justly rewarded, in
conjunction with Hiram, king of Tyre, and Hiram Abiff,
the deputy grand master, concerted a proper plan to
accomplish his intentions; in which it was determined,
that in conformity to the practice of the original profes-
sors of the royal art general distinguishing characteristics
should be established, for a proof of their having been
fellow-labourers in this glorious work, to descend to their
successors in all future ages, who shall, in a peculiar
‘manner, be qualified to cultivate the sublime principles

16 Kings, ch. 6, v. 7. : :
17 It was erected in Mount Moriah, in the month Zif, which answers to
our April, being the second month of the sacred year, A. L. 2992, and
was carried on with such prodigious expedition, that it was completely
finished in little more than seven years, in the month Bul, which answers
to our October, A;&L. 2999, and was dedicated the year following.
2

.
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of this noble establishment; and such were adopted and
received accordingly.

With respect to the method which would be hereafter
necessary for propagating the principles of the society,
Solemon pursued the uniform and ancient custom in
regard to the degrees of probation and junctions to se-
crecy; which he himself had been obliged to comply with
before he gained a perfection in the royal art, or even
arrived at the summit of the sciences; therefore, though
there were no apprentices employed in the building of
the temple, yet as the craftsmen were all intended to be
promoted to the degree of masters, after its dedication ;
and as these would secure a succession, by receiving ap-
prentices, who might themselves in due time become
masters, it was determined, that the gradations in the
science should consist in three distinct degrees, to each
of which should be adapted a particular distinguished
test, which test, together with the explication, was ac-
cordingly settled and communicated to the fraternity,

revious to their dispersion, under a necessary and solemn
Injunction to secrecy ; and they have been most cautious-
ly preserved and transmitted down to posterity by faith-
ful brethren, ever since their emigration. Thus the
center of union among Freemasons was firmly fixed;
their Cabala' regulated and established, and their princi-
ples directed to the excellent purposes of their original
intention.

5 18 Cabala, from the Hebrew word rmbap, a secret science of the ancient
ews.



ANTIQUITY

OF

FREE-MASONRY IN GREAT BRITAIN,

Hisrory issilent how long the dposterity of Japhet, in
the north and west of Europe, had lost their original fine
skill that they brought with them from the plains of
Shinaar, or how the knowledge thereof came first into the
British Isles; the most early histories of our country being
80 interlarded with fables, and perplexed with contradic-
tions, that authors are at a loss where to begin, how to
go on, or where to end. Still, notwithstanding the ob-
scurity which envelops the masonic history of the early
ages of our country, various circumstances contribute to
prove that Free-masonry was introduced into Britain by
the first inhabitants, about 1030 years before Christ ; and
though many ancient records of this institution were
either lost or destroyed in the wars of the Saxons and
Danes," yet we are still possessed of one, which testifies,
that so far back as the reign of king Athelstone, anno 926,
this fraternity were restored to, and confirmed in their
ancient rights and privileges by a new charter or royal
grant of that king, which is recorded in the old constitu-
tion, and relates, that king Athelstone, the grandson of
Alfred. the Great, a mighty architect, the first anointed
king of England, and who translated the Holy Bible into
the Saxon tongue, when he had brought the land into
rest and peace, built many great works, and encouraged
many Masons from France, who were appointed overseers
thereof, and brought with them the charges and regula-
tions of the lodges preserved since the Roman times, who
also prevailed with the king to improve the constitution

19 Several valuable MSS., burnt by some scrupulous brethren about
the year 803, and again in 1720. See Free-masons’ Calendar for 1778.
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of the English lodges, according to the foreign model,
and to encrease the wages of the working Masons. That
the said king’s brother, prince Edwin, being taught Ma- -
sonry, and taking upon him the charge of a Master Mason,
for the love he had to the said craft, and the honourable
principles whereon it was founded, purchased a free
charter of his brother, for the Masons to have-a correction
among themselves (as it was anciently expressed), or a
freedom and power to regulate themselves, to amend
what might happen amiss among the craft, and to hold a
yearly communication, and general assembly.

That, accordingly, prince Edwin summoned all the
Masons in the realm to meet him at York, in June, A.D.
926, who came and composed a Grand Lodge, of which
he was Grand Master ;® and having brought with them
all the old writings, some in Greek, some in Latin, some .
in Saxon, some in French, and other languages, from the
contents thereof, that assembly framed the constitutions
and charges of an English lodge, made a law to preserve
and keep the same in all time coming, and ordained good
pay for the working Masons. .

At this time the craft was greatly encouraged by the
Saxon -and Danish monarchs, and other eminent and .
wealthy personages in succeeding ages, and wholesome
laws and regulations were occasionally made and estab-
lished, to promote and render permanent the prosperity,
honour, and harmony of the fraternity. For it is also
recorded, that in the glorious reign of king Edward the
third,® who became the patron of arts and sciences, the
charges and regulations of Masons were revised and melio-
rated, and several new regulations were ordained; from
which time, to the reign of king Henry the sixth, Masonry
continued in a flourishing state ; lodges and communica-
tions being more frequently held than ever, and tran-
quillity, joy, and felicity universally abounded amongst
them.Z

This happy situation of the society proved a sufficient
incitement with the commons of that day to attempt its
overthrow, by a general suppression of their lodges and

% The first Grand Lodge was convened by St. Alban, A. D. 287. Vid.
Free-masons’ Calendar, 1778. ‘

2 Revises the constitution, in 1358. |

% Revises the constitution, in 1420.
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_ communications ;® and taking advantage of the king’s
ministry, in the third year of his reign, and the fourth of
his age, an act was passed to prohibit their confederating
in chapters or congregations. But the prudent and upright
deportment of the brotherhood in those days, and the
_excellence of their principles, precepts, and regulations,
-had gained them such universal esteem and good-will, that
this severe edict, the effect of envy and malevolence in
this arbitrary set of men, was never once executed, nor
did it in the least intimidate the Masons from holding
their assemblies, or cause them to take any steps to get
it repealed ; conscious of their own integrity, they dreaded
not its force ; on the contrary, we find, that in the mino-
rity of the same King, a very respectable lodge was held
at Canterbury,” under Grand- Master Chicheley, where
Thomas Stapylton presided as master, John Morris, custos
de la loge lathamorum, or warden of the lodge, with fifteen
fellow-crafts, and three entered apprentices, all there
named ;¥ and that a coat of arms, much the same with
that of the London company of Freemasons, was used by
them ; whence it is natural to conceive, that the said
company is descended of the ancient fraternity ; and that
in former times, no man was made free of that company,
until he was initiated into some lodge of Free and Ac-
cepted Masons, as a necessary qualification, which at this
day is practised in Scotland. And it not only appears,
that before the troubles which happened in the reign of
this unfortunate prince, Freemasons were universally
esteemed, that even king Henry himself was made a Ma-
son in the year 1442, with many lords and gentlemen of
his court, who solicited and obtained admission into the
fraternity. And by whatfollows, we find how very intent
. this prince was to acquire some knowledge of the funda-
mental principles, history, and traditions of the royal art,
even before he was initiated ; and from whence may also
be gathered many of the original principles of. the ancient
society on which the institution of Free-masonry was
ingrafted. ' :
In length of time the royal craft suffered neglect, by

% This happened in the year 1429.
% In the year 1429.
2 Manuscript of William Molart, prior of Canterbury, p. 88.
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the bloody wars of the houses of York and Lancaster, and
afterwards by other means, till the union of the two king-
doms, when true architecture began again to dawn in the
western part of the world ; and the progress would have
been more rapid, if queen Elizabeth had not discouraged
the study of architecture. And hearing also that the
society of Freemasons had some secrets which they could
not or would not reveal to her, became jealous of their
assemblies, sent an armed force to break up their annual
communication at York ;¥ but Sir Thomas Sackville,
Grand Master, took care to send some of the great officers
of the queen, that were Masons, who then joined the
assembly, made honourable report to her majesty, who
ever after esteemed them as cultivators of peace, friend-
ship, brotherly love, arts and sciences, never meddling
with them afterwards. ’

On the death of Elizabeth, the crowns of England and
Scotland were united in her successor, James V1. of Scot-
land, who was proclaimed king of England, Scotland, and
Ireland, on the 25th of March, 1603. At this period,
Masonry flourished in both kingdoms, and the lodges were
convened under the royal patronage. Inigo Jones was
elected grand master ; and his election being ratified by
the king, he laid the foundation stone of that noble struc-
ture, the banqueting-house, in the royal presence, A.D.
1607. In this reign the best architects resorted to Eng-
land from all parts, and met with great encouragement.
Under the patronage of the grand-master, lodges were
constituted with excellent bye-laws. The quarterly com-
munication of the grand lodge of master and wardens

" were revived, as was also the general assembly and feast
on St. John’s Day, at which Inigo Jones was annually
rechosen till 1618, when William earl of Pembroke was
elected his successor. At this time Masonry flourished
greatly, and the mysteries of the Order were highly re-
vered. James died in 1625, and Charles ascended the
throne. The earl of Pembroke continued to preside over
the fraternity till 1630, when he resigned in favour of
Henry Danvers, earl of Arundel, the progenitor of the
Norfolk family. In 1635, Francis Russel, earl of Bed-
ford, accepted the government of the society; but as

% On St. John’s Day, Dee. 27, 1561.
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Inigo Jones had, with indefatigable assiduity, continued
to patronize the lodges, he was re-elected the following
year, and continued in office till his death in 1646.

The breaking out of the civil wars obstructed the pro-
gress of Masonry in England for some time; however,
after the Restoration, it began to revive under the pa-
tronage of Charles II., who had been received into the
Order while on his travels. On the 27th of December,
1663, a general assembly was held, at which Henry Jer-
myn earl of St. Albans was elected grand-master, who
appointed Sir John Denham, knight, his deputy, and Mr.
(atterwards Sir) Christopher Wren and John Webb his
wardens. Several regulations were made at this assem-
bly, and the greatest harmony prevailed among the
society. .

In 1666, Thomas Savage, earl of Rivers, was elected
grand-master, who appointed Sir Christopher Wren his
deputy, and Mr. John Webb and Grinlin Gibbons his
wardens. The fire of London happened this year. On
the 23d of October, 1667, the king in person laid the
foundation stone of the Royal Exchange. His majesty
also laid the foundation stone of St. Paul’s, in presence of
the grand-master and his officers, the lord mayor and
aldermen, the bishops and clergy, and several of the
nobility and gentry, amidst the acclamations of a number’
of spectators. This superb structure was begun, carried
on, and finished by the fraternity, under the direction of
Sir Christopher Wren. after his own design ; as was also
Chelsea Hospital and Greenwich Palace. Several lodges
were constituted about this time. In 1674, George
Villiers duke of Buckingham was elected grand-master,
who left the care of Masonry to Sir Christopher, who still
continued to act as deputy. In 1679, the duke resigned
in favour of Henry Bennet earl of Arlington ; but he, be-
ing deeply engaged in state affairs, neglected his duty ;
the lodges, however, continued to meet under his sanc-
tion. :

On the death of Charles, A. D. 1686, James II. suc-
ceeded, but the royal art was much neglected in his reign.
The earl of Arlington dying this year, the lodges met in
communication, and elected Sir Christopher Wren grand-
master, who appointed Mr. Gabriel Cibber and Mr. Ed- -
ward Strong his wardens. Though Masonry continued
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in a declining state for many years, several lodges were -

held occasionally in different places.

At the Revolution, Masonry was so much reduced, that
there were no more than seven regular lodges in London
and its suburbs, of which two only are worthy of notice;
the old lodge of St. Paul’s, over which Sir Christopher
}lresided, during the building of that structure, and a
odge at St. Thomas’s Hospital, Southwark, over which
Sir Robert Clayton, lord mayor of London, presided.

In 1694, king William was privately initiated into
Masonry. He approved of the choice of Sir Christopher
Wren as grand-master, and patronized the lodges, par-

ticularly one at Hampton Court, which he held during .

the building of the new palace at that place. He built
Kensington Palace, and finished Chelsea Hospital.¥ In
1697, a general assembly and feast of the Free-masons was
held, at which many.noble and eminent brethren were
present. At this feast, Charles duke of Richmond and
Lenox was elected grand-master, who engaged Sir Chris-
topher Wren to act as his deputy, and appointed Edward
Strong senior and Edward Strong junior his wardens, in
which state Masonry remained till the king’s death, which
happened in 1702.
uring the following reign Masonry was at a very low
ebb; Sir Christopher’s age and infirmities withdrawing
his attention from the lodges, they gradually decreased,
and the annual festivals were entirely neglected. The
old lodge at St. Paul’s, and a few others, continued to
meet, but these consisted of few members. It was then
resolved that the privileges of Masonry should no longer
be limited to architects and operative masons, but that
men of different professions might be admitted, who
would agree to support the dignity of the Order as an
~ ancient and most respectable society. 4 :
On the accession of George I., the lodges resolved to
cement under a new grand master, to be annually elected
as in former times, to revive the communications and
festivals of the society, to regulate the ancient usages and

27 This year king William and queen Mary dined in t form at that
magnificent room called the Small Armory, in the Tower of London,
having all the warrant workmen to attend them, dressed in white aprons
and gloves, the badges of the Order.
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customs of the fraternity, and to establish such modes
only as might correspond with the practices of the mem-
bers of which the lodges were now principally composed.
Accordingly, on the festival of St. John the Baptist, in
-1717, a general assembly of the fraternity was convened.
Four lodges attended in form, and a grand lodge was con-
stituted. The oldest master present.being in the chair,
the brethren proceeded to elect a grand master for the -
ensuing year, when the choice fell upon Anthony Sayer,

gent., who was declared duly elected. Mr. Sayer was

succeeded the following year by George Payne, Esq.

This gentleman was particularly attentive to the duties

of his office ; he carefElly collected many old papers and

manuscripts relating to Masonry, of which several were

afterwards digested, and properly arranged by Dr. James

Anderson, in a book, intitled The Constitutions of the

Ancient and Honourable Society of Free and Accepted.
Masons. Printed, London, 1723. From this sera we may

date the revival of Masonry in England, the lodges daily

increasing in the quantity and quality of their members,

under the mild and careful administration of Mr. Payne

and Dr. Desaguliers, LL. D., F. R. S., who succeeded Mr.

Payne in 1719. In 1721, the duke of Montague accepted

the office of grand-master, and the society has continued

to flourish under the auspices of the nobility ever since.
The duke was regularly installed on the 24th of June,

1721, at Stationers’ Hall, in the presence of several noble-

men and other very respectable brethren. The regular

meeting of the grand lodge at this time, the constant

-attendance of the grand-master, and the number of gen-

tlemen of family and fortune daily initiated, soon estab-

lisheds the reputation of the society, and revived the

ancient splendour of Masonry in England.

At a general assembly and feast, held in the beginning
of 1722, the duke of Montague was re-elected grand-
master for the ensuing yedr, at which the duke of Whar-
ton and many of his friends were highly displeased. This
nobleman having been flattered with the prospect of being
elected, had accepted the office of master of a lodge to
qualify him for his new dignity; but the grand-master’s
re-election entirely frustrated his expectations, so that he
was not a little chagrined at the gisappointment. On
the 24th of June he summoned a meeting of the fraternity
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at Stationers’ Hall to celebrate the festival of St. John
the Baptist, where he ordered an elegant entertainment
to be provided. By this means he thought to secure the

interest of the brethren in his favour, and influence them -

to set aside the election. It was represented at this
meeting, that the re-election of the duke of Montague
was an injudicious and impolitic scheme in the present
circumstances of the society, and if ever admitted as a
precedent, would not only obstruct the progress of Ma-
sonry, but discourage other noblemen from strengthening
the society by their interest and connections. The duke
of Wharton’s inclination to preside over the fraternity
was communicated, and no pains spared on the one hand
to display the advantages that would result to Masonry
from his grace’s patronage, and on the other, the pro-
bability of the ill consequences that would attend his
disappointment. The arguments made use of were
cogent and powerful, and had the wished-for effect.
They made a deep impression on the society. It was
therefare resolved at all events, to support the duke of
- Wharton in his election, in opposition to the determina-
tion of the grand lodge. His grace was immediately
nominated grand-master by his friends, and elected with
the general consent of the brethren present. The regu-
lar lodges disapproved of these proceedings at the next
grand lodge, voted them to be irregular and unconsti-
tutional. The brethren who had espoused the interest
of the duke of Wharton were strenuous in support of their
patron, while the friends of the duke of Montague were
equally assiduous in his favour. On this occasion a divi-
sion must inevitably have ensued, if the grand-master’s
prudence had not effected a reconciliation. On reeeiving
intelligence of the animosity his re-election bad raised,
he immediately convened a general assembly, in order to
gain the opinion of the brethren; and finding the opposi-
tion against him greater than he expected, he wisely
resigned in favour of his antagonist, who, having acknow-
ledged his error, and promised obedience to the laws in
future, was soon after installed in the presence of the
representatives of twenty-five lodges. Thus harmony was
in some degree restored, and the society continued to
increase. The number of new lodges constituted soon
rendered the correspondence of the society so extensive,
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that it was found expedient to appoint a secretary to
discharge that duty, which had been hitherto executed
by the deputy grand-master. To .this office William
Cowper, Esq., then clerk of parliament was appointed.

In June 1723, the duke of Wharton nominated the
duke of Buccleugh his successor; who, being approved,
was installed by proxy at Merchant Taylors-hall, in the
presence of near 400 brethren. During his presidency
no remarkable occurrence happened.

The duke of Richmond succeeded the duke of Buc-
cleugh in the following year, and by the joint endeavours
of these two noblemen the society contintied in a flourish-
ing state. By them the scheme of raising a general
fund, by voluntary contributions from the lodges, to re-
lieve distressed Masons and their families, was planned ;
and it was under the auspices of the duke of Richmond
that the committee of charity was first established.
Lord Paisley having greatly distinguished himself in pro-
moting this new establishment was pitched upon as a
proper person to succeed the duke of Richmond. He
was accordingly elected, and carefully discharged the
duties of his office. By his vigilance the fupd of charity
‘was considerably increased. His deputy, Dr. Desagu-
liers, was no less active in encouraging the brethren
to send in their contributions. He visited the lodges,
and, by an affable and engaging carriage, gained the
affection of all the brethren.

In the beginning of 1726, the earl of Inchiquin ob-
tained the direction of the craft. In this administration
the office of Provincial grand-masters were first estab-
lished. Several patents having been granted to consti-
tute lodges in the country of England, at a considerable
distance from the metropolis ; and it being found incon-
venient for the deputy grand-master to superintend their
proceedings, the grand lodge resolved to invest the grand-
master, with a power to appoint a skilful master in the
different provinces where these lodges met, to instruct
them in the rules of Masonry, and to enforce an observ-
ance of the laws and regulations of the society. This
new-ap‘Pointed officer was to be the immediate represent-
ative of the grand-master in his province, and was to be
impowered to constitute lodges, grant dispensations, and
hold communications within his jurisdiction. All their
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proceedings, however, were to be subject to the controul
of the grand lodge. The earl of Inchiquin granted the
two first deputations for their appointment, and there
are now 45 under the constitution of England.

Towards the close of the year 1727, lord Coleraine
was elected grand-master, who constituted several lodges
during his presidency. At this time the authority of the
grand lodge of England was universally acknowledged
throughout Europe, and an extensive correspondence
commenced. A deputation was sent to Madrid in Spain
to constitute a lodge in that city, under his lordship’s
auspices, and which continued under the jurisdiction of
the grand lodge of England till the year 1779, and still
meet under their own authority. To remedy the incon-
veniences attending the public feasts of the society, it
was resolved to institute a board of stewards to regulate
these matters, who were to be annually nominated, and
their numbers to be restricted to twelve, as at present ;
the society at this time being both numerous and re-
spectable.

Lord Coleraine was succeeded by lord Kingston, who,
soon after his election, issued a patent for ¢onstituting a
lodge in the East Indies. This proved the first intro-
duction of Masonry into that part of the world. Asa
testimony of his lordship’s attention and attachment to
the society, he gave some genteel presents to the grand
lodge, and, before the expiration of his office, prevailed
on the duke of Norfolk to be his successor, who was in-
stalled with great pomp in the beginning of 1730.
During the administration of this peer, the lodges vied
with each other in promoting the honour and reputation
of the society. hile his grace resided in EngFand, he
always honoured the grand lodge with his presence ; and
when his private affairs called him abroad, he shewed no
less attention to the duties of his office. He commanded
a regular account of the proceedings of the society to be
sent to him, and transmitted from Venice, among several
other rich presents for the use of the grand lodge, the
Fresent grand-master’s sword of state, which did former-
y belong to Gustavus Adolphus, king of Sweden, and
after him worn by the brave Bernard, duke of Saxe-
Weimar, having both their names on the blade; it is
further enriched with the arms of the Norfolk family, in
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silver and gold on the scabbard. Under his grace’s pat-
ronage lodges were constituted both in Germany and
America. .

Lord Lovell, afterwards earl of Leicester, succeeded
the duke of Norfolk, and was installed in Mercers-hall,
in March 1731. While his lordship presided over the
fraternity, a patent was sent from England to the Hague
in Holland to form a lodge for the initiation of the late
emperor of Germany, who was there received into the
first degree of the Order; and soon after coming into
England was advanced to the superior degrees at an
occagional grand lodge convened for that purpose.

In April 1732, lord viscount Montacute was elected
grand-master, and constituted several lodges both in
England and France. In June 1733, his lordshi_p was
succeeded by the earl of Strathmore, in whose presidency
Masonry flourished both at home and abroad.

The earl of Crawford was elected grand-master in
March 1734. The quarterly meetings of the grand lodge
being much neglected in the former part.of this noble-
man’s reign, to atone for the omission, before his office
expired, he seemed very attentive to the interest of the
craft, and convened the brethren several times in com-
munication. At one of these meefings the grand stew-
ards applied for certain privileges, which were granted
. to them, and which they have retained ever since. These
principally respected their cloathing, and voting in the
grand lodge. An order was likewise given to re-print
the Book of Constitutions, with additions, under the in-
spection of Mr. Anderson. . :

Lord Weymouth succeeded the earl of Crawford, and
was installed in April 1735. Under his lordship’s pat-
ronage the stewards were constituted into a lodge of
Master Masons. This lodge was empowered to send
twelve representatives to the-grand lodge, and invested
with some other privileges. "From this lodge all grand
officers, the grand-master excepted, are to be chosen, un-
less ten guineas are paid into the general fund of charity,
when any brother may be exempted from serving the
office of steward. : ,

In April 1736, the earl of Loudon was elected, who,
in the nomination of his officers, gave offence to a few
individuals, which was afterwards productive of much



34

irregularity and confusion. Notwithstanding these ani-
mosities, Masonry extended to Africa under his lordship’s
auspices, and a lodge was constituted there by virtue of
a patent from England.

The earl of Darnley succeeded the earl of Loudon, and
endeavoured to reconcile the differences which had begun
in the administration of his predecessor, but in vain.
The discontented brethren at last withdrew from the
society, and a temporary peace was restored. During
his lordship’s presidency an occasional lodge was con-
vened at Kew for the reception of the late prince of
Wales, his present majesty’s father.

The marquis of Carnarvon, afterwards duke of Chan-
dos, being elected grand-master in April 1738, the busi-
ness of the society was regularly and amicably conducted.
By his care and prudence, harmony seemed to prevail in
all the public meetings of the fraternity. His lordship
was a zealous friend to Masonry, and honoured the grand
lodge with many kind presents. From this period till
his death, which happened in 1773, he seldom neglected
to attend the grand feast.

Lord Raymond was elected grand-master in May,
1789. In the presidency of this nobleman fresh disturb-
ances arose. Information was given to the grand lodge
that the brethren, who had withdrawn from the society
about two years before, had assembled in the character
of masons, and, without any power or authority from the
grand-master, had initiated several persons into the order
on small and unworthy considerations. The grand lodge
justly considering these proceedings as an infringement
on the original laws, an encroachment on the privileges,
and an imposition on the charitable fund of the society,
it was therefore resolved to discountenance these assem-
blies, and to enforce the laws against all the brethren
who were aiding or assisting in the clandestine reception
of any person into masonry, at any of these illegal con-
ventions. This irritated the brethren who had incurred
the censure of the grand lodge; instead of returning to
their duty, and renouncing their error, they persisted in
their contumacy, and openly refused to pay allegiance to
the grand-master, or obedience to the mandates of the
grand lodge. In contempt of the ancient and established
laws of the order, they set up a power independent, and
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taking advantage of the ignorance or weakness of their
assuciates, insisted that they had an equal authority with
the grand lodge to make, pass, and raise masons.® Under
the fictitious sanction of the ancient York masons and
their constitution, which was entirely dropt at the revival
of the English grand lodge in 1717, they presumed to
claiin the right of constituting lodges. This illegal and
unconstitutional measure obliged the regular masons to
adopt fresh measures more effectually to detect these
impostures, and debar them and their abettors from the
countenance and protection of the regular lodges. To
accomplish this purpose more effectually, some variations
were made in, and additions fo, the established forms.
The ancient landmarks were preserved entire, and no
change admitted but such as the most scrupulous would
approve. This, however, gave rise to one subterfuge, at
which the refractory brethren readily grasped. They

roclaimed themselves enemies to all innovations, insist-
ing that they alone preserved the ancient usages of the
order, and that the regular lodges, on whom they confer-
red the appellation of Modern Masons, had adopted new
measures, illegal and unconstitutional. This artifice
strengthened their partfr. To support their assumed
power, they immediately determined to intercept the
regular mode of succession to the office of grand-master,
which had been observed ever since the revival of the
grand lodge, and to elect a chief ruler under that desig-
nation from their own body. They framed-a code of laws
for their government, they issued patents for new lodges,
and ‘exacted certain fees of constitution, from which they
hoped to raise a fund sufficient to establish their usurped
dignity. For some time they succeeded in their new
plan, and were really acknowledged by many persons
to be the ancient and regular society of Free and Ac-
cepted Masons. Some gentlemen of family and fortune
entered among them on that supposition ; and even many
of the regular masons were so ignorant of the laws of the
society as to acknowledge their power, and, by attend-

S~

-# No private lodge at this time had the power of passing or raising
masons ; nor could any brother be advanced to either of these degrees
but in the grand lodge, with the unanimous consent of all the brethren
i:k communication assembled. It was to be wished the same caution was

en now. . .
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ing their lodges, to give a tacit sanction to their proceed-
ings.

: %f late years, however, they have not been so success-
ful. The laws of the society being more generally known,
the impropriety of countenancing their measures has
been more clearly discovered, and their meetings have
not only been less encouraged, but many of their best
members, and even several whole lodges, have deserted
them. Thus, in a few years, we may hope to see all
separate interests in Masonry dissolved, union effected,
and peace and harmony restored. The most deserving
of the fraternity will cheerfully join in accomplishing
this union; while those who are obstinate, and refuse to
acquiesce in these conciliating measures, will sink into
their original oblivion, and suffer the censure which their
conduct justly deserves.

- Lord Raymond, during the whole of his administration,
spared no pains to bring about a reconciliation ; but all
" his endeavours were ineftectual. His lordship’s successor,
the earl of Kintore, imitated his example in regard to
effecting a compromise, but in vain. The laws of the
grand lodge were, therefore, strictly enforced, and every
means used to discourage these irregular conventions.
Still, however, they gained ground, and, by the inatten-
tion of the regular masons themselves, found new patrons.
All these disturbances did not obstruct the progress of
Masonry. The lodges in Barbadoes, Hamburgh, and
Lower Saxony, applied to the earl of Kintore for provin-
cial grand-masters, and gentlemen were nominated for
these places, as well as for Russia, where a lodge was
constituted under a warrant from his lordship.

The earl of Morton succeeded the earl of Kintore in
March, 1741, and was installed in the presence of a re-
spéctable company of the brethren. His lordship was
active in framing several good laws for the government
of the society, and the irregular lodges met with little
encouragement during his presidency. Many of the
nobility and foreign ministers were initiated under his
lordship’s auspices.

In April, 1742, lord Ward was elected grand-master.
This nobleman thoroughly understood -the nature and
government of the society. There was no office which
he had not filled. From the secretary of a private lodge he
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had gradually attained to the chief direction. The privi-
leges of the order were safely lodged in so experienced a
ruler. His zeal for masonry continued to his death in
1774, for he never omitted regularly to attend the annual
feast. During his presidency the lodges flourished, and -
harmony rei among the brethren. He constituted
several new lodges in person, and appointed provincials
over different countries. After governing the society
with care and vigilance two years, he resigned in favour
of the earl of Strathmore, in whose administration the
business of the grand lodge was carried on under the
inspection of the deputy grand-master and grand-wardens."
About this time, an order was issued to' discontinue all
public processions on feast days, on account of a mock
procession which had been planned at a considerable
expence by some prejudiced persons, with a view to ridi-
cule these public cavalcades.

In April, 1745, lord Cranston was elected grand-master,
and after continuing in office two years, was succeeded
by lford Byron, who was installed in Drapers’ Hall in -
April, 1947 ; the laws of the committee of charity were
" revised, printed, and dispersed among the lodges by his
lordship’s command ; and the fund considerably enriched
by the diligence and assiduity of the deputy grand-master
and grand-secretary. Lord Byron presided upwards of
four years, when lord Carysford accepted the office of
grand-master. The lodges also flourished under the aus-
pices of this nobleman, whose affability and condescen-
sion were universally applauded. He visited the lodges
in person, and discharged the duties of his office with
fidelity during the course of two years. He was suc-
ceeded by the marquis of Carnarvon, now duke of Chan-
dos, in whose presidency a new edition of the Book of
Constitutions was published, under the inspection of
the Rev. Dr. Entick. The marquis continued at the
head of the fraternity till 1757, when lord Aberdour was
elected, in whose administration fourteen brethren were
expelled for countenancing irregular lodges. Lord Aber-
dour was succeeded in 1762 by earl Ferrers, who con-
tinued in office two years. In 1764, lord Blaney was
elected, in whose administration the business of the
society was carefully executed by colonel (now general)
Salter, his deputy. The dukes of Gloucester and Cum-

3
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berland, brothers to his present majesty, were initiated
under his lordship’s auspices. :

In 1767, the duke of Beaufort accepted the office of
grand-master, and governed the craft with care and vigi-
lance five years. During his presidency, a bill to incor-
porate the society was brought into the house of commons
by the Hon. Charles Dillon, then deputy grand-master,
which was twice read ; but on the third reading the con-
sideration of it was postponed sine die. A scheme was
likewise formed in October, 1768, to raise a fund to build
a hall for the use of the grand lodge, which met with
some opposition at first, but was at last generally ap-
proved, and upwards of 7000l raised for that purpose.
It alsp implies that every grand-master shall pay annu-
ally 201, deputy grand-master five guineas, senior grand-
warden three guineas, junior grand-warden two guineas,
grand-treasurer and grand-secretary each three guineas,
and the grand-swordbearer one guinea. That every pro-
vincial grand-master shall pay one guinea for registering

. his name, and half a guinea for drawing out his deputa-
tion on parchment ; but if a provincial chuses to have
his patent curiously drawn with the usual embellish-
ments on vellum, shall pay five guineas. That every
lodge to be bereafter constituted, shall pay one guinea
for being registered, and half a guinea for drawing the
copstitution, but when embellished on vellum to pay
five guineas. That from and after the 28th of October,
1768, for every person made a Mason in ahy regular
lodge, the sum of five shillings shall be paid for register-
ing his name in the books of the grand lodge. And that
for every person who had been made a Mason ip a regu-
lar lodge, prior to the said 28th of October, and who
shall afterwards join or become a member of any other
lodge or lodges, the sum of half-a-crown shall be paid for
registering hisname in the grand lodge books, so often, and
for every such lodge as he shall join or become a member of.

Lord Petre succeeded the duke of Beaufort in 1772,
who presided over the society five years to the general
satisfaction of the brethren. Under his lordship’s aus-
pices Masonry was diligently cultivated both at home and
abroad. To this nobleman it has been reserved to lay
the foundation stone of the hall for the grand lodge in
the presence of 160 ladies, and upwards of 400 brethren.




CEREMONY OBSERVED AT LAYING THE FOUNDATION
STONE OF FREEMASON'S HALL. :

On Monday, the 1st of May, 1775, the Right Hon.
uord Petre, accompanied by his officers and a numerous

4 brilliant company of Masons, laid the foundation
stone of Free-masong’-hall, in Great Queen-street, Lin-
‘coln’s-inn-fields, in solemn form. About twelve o’clock
the procession entered the ground, where the hall was
to be erected, in the following manner :—Two tylers
with drawn swords; an excellent band of martial music;
the brethren who were not in office, two and two, pro-
perly cloathed ; the grand-stewards in their regalia, with
white rods. two and two; Provincial grand-masters in
their regalia; past grand-officers, groperly cloathed ;
present grand-officers, with their badges and cloathing.
In this form the procession continued three times round
the ground; then the present grand-officers, preceded
by Thomas Sandby, esq., the architect, entered a trench,
which had been cut for the occasion, and proceeded to
the north-east corner of the ground; the other grand-
officers and brethren, with the music, were ranged on
each side the trench on scaffolding.” After a solemn piece
of music had been played, the grand-secretary read aloud
the following inscription, which was engraved on a plate,
and deposited within the foundation stone :

Anno Regni Tertii Quindecimo, v
Salutis Humanee MDCCLXXYV. Mensis Maii Die Primo
"Hunc Primum Lapidem
- Aulae Latomorum
(Anglice, Free and Accepted Masons)
Posuit
Honoratissimus Rob. Edv. Dom. PETRE,
Baro PETRE de Writtle,
- Summus Latomorum Angliae Magister ;
Assidentibus
Viro Ornatissimo Rowlando Holt, Armigero, Summi Magistri Deputato;
. Viris Ornatissimis
Joh. Hatch et Hen. Dagge,
Summis Gubernatoribus ;
Plenoque coram Fratrum concursu.
Quo etiam tempore regum, principumque favore studioque sustentatum
maximos per Kuropam honores occupaverat
Nomen Latomorum.
Cui insuper nomini summum Anglize conventum preeesse fecerat universa
Fratrum per orbem multitudo.
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E Celo descendit.
I'NQ®OI EAYTON.
Tho. Sandby, Arm. Architecturee Prof. R.A.A.
Architectus.

A translation of the above inscription was likewise
read by the grand secretary, and is as follows:

In the 15th year of the reign of George the Third. On the 1st day
of May in the year of Man's Redemption 1775. This First Stone of
Masons-hall was laid by the Right Hon. Robert Edward Lord Petre,
Baron of Writtle, Grand-master of the Masons of England, accompanied
by the Worshipful Rowland Holt, Esq., Deputy Grand-master, the Wor-
shipful John Hatch and Henry Dagge, Grand-wardens, with the whole
fraternity of Frecmasons. At which time the Name of Masonry was
highly honoured throughout Europe, being protected and encouraged by
the particular Favour and Regard of Kingsand Men of high Rank. And
the Masons’ Lodge in England was by the whole Brotherhood, throughout
the World, made to preside over Masonry.

From Heaven it descended.
: ENOW THYSELF.
Thomas Sandby, Esq., Professor of Architecture, and A. R. A. Archi-

tect. .

The grand-master then deposited the foundation stone
with the usual formalities. After which the deputy
grand-master presented the square to the grand-master,
when his lordship tried the corners of the stone, and then
returned it to the deputy, who gave it to the architect.
The senior grand-warden next presented the level to the
grand-master, who therewith tried the stone horizontally,
and returned it as before. The junior grand-warden then
presented the plumb-rule to the grand-master, who ap-
plied it properly, and returned it as before. His lordship
then struck the stone three times with a mallet, on which
the grand-treasurer waved his wand, and the brethren
joined in the grand honours of Masonry. The following
anthem was then sung, composed for the occasion by
Henry Dagge, esq., viz.:

To Heav'n's high Architect all pmise,
All praise, all gratitude be given,

‘Who deign’d the‘iuman soul to raise,
By mystic secrets sprung from Heav’n.

Cuorus— Thrice repeated.

Sound aloud the great JEBOVAR'S praise,
T'o him the dome, the temple raise.
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The following was selected by Dr. Dodd, and set to
music by Mr. Fisher: ~

CHoRus. *

Behold how good and joyful a thing it is, brethren, to dwell together
in unity ; . . .

AIr.

Tt is like the dew of Hermon, which fell upon the hill of Sion : for there
the Lord promised his blessing, and life for evermore.—Psalm 133.

RECITATIVE. :
thOh,‘pmy for the peace of Jerusalem! They shall prosper that love
ee. .

CHorus. .
Yea, because of the house of the Lord, I will seek to do thee good !

This concluded with a grand and solemn chorus; when
Brother Bottomley, master of the stewards’ lodge, pro-
nounced the following oration, viz. : )

BRETHREN !

Mankind having lost their native innocence, and for-
feited their Creator’s sFec'ial favour and protection ; the
inclemency of the revolving seasons, the rapacity of fero-
cious animals, and that unfriendly hostile disposition, one
towards another, which too soon sprung forth as a natu-
ral fruit of their own depravity, rendered it necessary for
them to build such places of| safety for their residence and
repose, as the different circumstances of time and place,
the different materials and qualifications in the art of
building they were then in possession of, gave opportu-
nity and ability to build.

Thus came the universal science of Free-masonry into
use, which, though at first without regularity and order,
though crude and indigested, as it needs must be, very
early comprized in it, all, or most, of the liberal sciences.

As the art of building became useful to individuals and
to families for the purposes of conveniency, preservation,
and safety; so did it become useful to larger societies in

romoting their mutual interest, their grandeur, and their
ame. For it is observable, that the erecting public
buildings to promote special public ends, hath generally
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helped on considerably those ends for which they were
built. How did the taberracle in the wilderness animate
the heavy-footed Israelites, and spur them on in their
career of victory? How did it raise the fervour of their
devotions, and attach them closer to their God. How
did the Temple at Jerusalem cement the ties of friend-
shi‘f and religion, after it was built? How did its glory
and magnificence excite the attention of the wondering
world, and, magnet like, draw all the curious great of
every country to behold its splendor? How did it often
pave the way for Him who had placed his name there, to
obtain a residence in their hearts? Whilst struck with
wonder at the art, the costliness and beauty of that house,
many were led to contemplate upon the all-wise Con-
triver, and to become the grateful, willing servants, and
pious worshippers of the Almighty Owner, of whom
i\foretime they had heard but little, and known much
ess!

Indeed, so useful have state}y public buildings in all
ages been, in promoting the particular views and pursuits
of those who have built them, that the raising superb and
magnificent structures hath been common to nlfnumer—
ous societies, as well religious as scientific, as well mili-
tary as commercial. This was discovered so early as the
days of Nimrod; for the Babel builders under him are
found to say:® ¢ Let us build us a city and tower—Let
¢ us make us a name—lest we be scattered abroad.” In-
numerable other instances historians have recorded of
societies, as soon as they were able, having built them-
selves magnificent edifices for their public assemblies and
for other purposes; and frequently, according to the
magnitude and grandeur of such structures, they have
flourished and been esteemed. ‘

On this self-same principle, Free-masons have longar-
dently wished: to build themselves a hall, wherein they
might, with honour equal to the occasion, hold their
general meetings. It may be remembered, the endeavours
to effect this noble work, to gratify this Jong desire, have
been much opposed by many ; tho’ I think rather from *
some unfavourable or injudicious measures in the first
attempt, than from a mature disapprobation of the thing

% (Genesis, ch. 11, v. 4.
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attempted : however, that opposition has now happily
subsided, we seem all to have joined hands to Yurther this
glorious work, and to effect the same, ¢ are united all as
one.” To your kind patronage, my lord,® and to the
patronage of your noble predecessor,® is this blessing,
under Providence, chiefly owing, and as a return for so”
much kindness the honour of laying this foundation stone
has, by Providence, been reserved for you. To see this
work so ﬁvromisingly begun, my brethren, must fill each
zealous Mason’s mind with an unusual joy—must raise
our sanguine hopes of encreasing glory to the craft.—
"Tis this that tunes the mind for festive song—'tis this
inspires me to make this feeble effort in behalf of this great
work—"tis this that gives unusual powers to my tongue !

At laying the foundation stone, and at the completion
of public buildings, it has been no unusual custom to
hold a festival, and observe the same by every possible
mark of joy: thus did Solomon at the completion of his
temple—To God did he dedicate the same, with most
costly sacrifices and oblations. And they who returned
from captivity to build the second temple (as if unable to
contain themselves, to the completion of that great and
truly glorious work, for joy at their return, and that they
were permitted to begin the work®) when the builders
laid the foundation.—They set the priestsin their apparel,
with trumpets, and the Levites with cymbals to praise
the Lord—and they sung together praising and giving
thanks—and all the people shouted with a great shout,
when they praised the Lord—and the noise was heard
afar off. Though not alike worthy and important with
the occasion I here allude to, is the present occasion ;
yet, the present is fit cause of festive joy and mirth to all
who wish a prosperous state to Masonry. It is likewise
worthy of the tongue of the most celebrated orator to
speak on this occasion; for the most voluble tongue of
the learned and most eloquent, could not in the time
proportioned to this occasion express half its praise.

It is not needful to dwell historically on our Ordef nor
have I time to enlarge thereon in a scientific way; suffi-
cient it is to say: It is founded upon science, upon mora-
lity, upon friendship and benevolence. Whatsoever is

* Lord Petre. 3 Duke of Beaufort. 3 Ezra, chap. 3.
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great and good meets with a plaudit here—whatsoever is
virtuous—whatsoever deserveth praise—Masons are called
to meditate upon, and practise in their lives.

Masonry expands itself to all of every party—of every
people—preserves good fellowship, on the broad bottom
of good manners and good morals. Men of all persuasions
may here unite, hold intercourse and friendship—assist
and be assisted by each other: and herein is it as some
have sung, no unfit “type for future bliss,” agreeable to
the celebrated Young in his description of the heirs of
future bliss:

« Christians and Jews, and Turks and Pagaps stand
“ One blended throng, one undistinguished band.”

Friendship, that heaven-born passion, unites us to each
other, and levels all distinction. It emboldens the poor
to look uEwards to the rich with modest confidence, and
inclines the rich to embrace the poor with courtesy and
affection.®—Great are the benefits that flow from hence
to those who are in want of a friend; and, who is the
man, that never wants one? Where else can they of low
degree establish such connection? Where else obtain
access to friends so superior in situation ¥

3 The epithet of Brother, like music, has a charm to sooth the savage

- breast—it dissolves the distance too frequently kept up between high and

low, though the poor and low thus favoured by the rich and great, under
the influence of the true masonic principle, should never forget their
real estate—should not be rude, or assuming upon their brotherhood, but
grateful]y acknowledge the honour done them by Free-masonry itself, and
y those, who are made thereby to condescend to stretch out to them
the hand of fellowship and friendship. .
3 Religion, indeed, inculcates friendship by the most endearing and
ing motives; but alas, its effects are scarcely found among its
px-ofessors——blvl far too seldom among its most sanguine and zealous
votaries. . Why in Masonry it is more common, is hard to tell; per-
&a&;p: the convivial glass, as it exhilarates the spirits, it warms the
tions ; and such is the natude of man, that he does more ‘from
passion, than from persuasion. And let me hence observe, that we ought
to be very cautious whom we recommend as candidates for admission
into gur assemblies ; and very circumtzgect in admitting them : treacher-.
ous designing men, when once admitted among us, may soon engage the
affection of the unwary and unsuspecting amongst the brotherhood, may
abuse their friendship by artifice and cunning, may make them an easy
prey to fraud and cousenage; in short, as friendship is the bond and
cement of our Order, no brother ought to recommend any one to become
8 brother and companion, but such as he himself would wish to make a
friend and a partaker of his own friendship.
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Benevolence, the cape stone of our mystic dome—that
God-Tike virtue, that gnnobles human r)lyature, and gives
lustre to the Christian ; shines most conspicuous in the
Mason—by it, we deal, with liberal hand, bread to the
hungry—by it, we sooth the troubled heart—alleviate
the distresses of the afflicted—pour balm upon the
wounded-—provide a physician for the sick, administer
comfort to the prisoner, and sometimes set him free—
such are the genuine fruits of Masonry. -
. Secrecy is another virtue most forcibly inculcated by
Free-masonry. It, indeed, may be called a distinguishing
characteristic of our Order, and is of great utility to
mankind. While the babbler and tale-bearer are dis-
turbers of public peace, and pests to society; by our
attention to, and practice of, secrecy, we naturally con-
tract habits of silence and prudent reserve, which in a
thousand instances contribute to peace and quiet, good
neighbourhood and good-will.
he otdgr and decgrum of our respective assemblies

should not on” this occasion escape our notice, this de-
serves particular applause; for even this itself, if there
was nothing else in Masonry of distinguished worth, even
this itself renders our society (if considered only as a mat-
ter of amusement) superior to all others of that kind.
But it may with truth be said, that prudence, manly for-
titude, temperance, the strictest justice, and indeed what-
soever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, just,
pure, lovely, of good report, if there be any virtue, any
thing deserving praise, these things are repeatedly recom-
mended, enforced, and impressed upon the nind, by the
principles and usages of our ancient institution.

‘We have now laid this foundation stone ; let it remain
a perpetual memento of the honour the craft enjoyed,-:
under the auspices of such a noble patron; and of that
amity and friendship, that at this ara subsists among the
brethren. Asthe house to be erected on this foundation
bids fair to cement us more, as well as to aggrandize our
fame, let us exert ourselves to put it in the power of our
Jingenious architect to spare no needful cost, to make it
strong, to make it rich and beautiful ; that in future ages
(if no fatal catastrophe should befall it) the wonderin
beholder may have cause to say, sure something great an
good is in this Masonry, that its votaries have with such

3*
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profusion expended treasure, have displayed such art,
such grandeur, and such elegance in adorning this their
house; but as no cost, no art, no fame, or numbers, can
make us truly great except ourselves are good, let us,
whilst we are striving to raise this structure, as an em-
blem of our intrinsic worth and goodness, keep pace with
the workmen who are carrying on this emblem, by a daily
Erogress in eternal virtue. If Masonry shines refulgent

y the splendour of her building, let Masons alone shine,
by their virtue, their benevolence, and charity. As the
walls here to be erected will often circumseribe our social
band, let friendship unite our hearts by every virtuous
tie; and, as we do not now so much apply ourselves to
the study of the liberal arts, as thereby to raise our fame
and greatness, let us convince the world that we attend
to virtue—let us establish our house and fame in truth
and righteousness.

The oration being ended, the grand treasurer again
waved his wand, and the grand honours were given as
before. A grand piece of music was then performed by
the instruments, and an ode on Masonry rehearsed ; after
which the grand officers left the trench, and the proces-
sion was resumed, and continued three times round as
before. -

The whole ceremony was conducted with the greatest
order and decorum. The grand-master and the rest of
the brethren then proceeded through the city in proces-
gion in their carriages, without exposing any of the ensig-
nia of the Order, to Leather-sellers Hall, where an elegant
entertainment was provided, and the evening concluded
with great joy and };stivity.

CEREMONY OBSERVED AT THE DEDICATION OF FREE-
MASONS’ HALL.

On Thursday, the 23d May, 1776, the right hon. lord
Petre, the grand-master and his officers, with a very
nuinerous and a very brilliant company of past and grand
officers and brethren of eminence and distinction, with
the members of the hall committee and their assistants,
assembled in the committee-room adjacent to the hall,
where the Grand Lodge was opened in ample form about
twelve o’clock. Upwards of 200 ladies, who were com-
plimented with tickets to see the ceremonies and hear the
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musical performers, attended, and were introduced by the
“assistants to the hall committee into the galleries of the
hall. In the upper part of the hall the orchestra was
built, where above 60 instrumental and 30 vocal per-
formers were placed. The master and wardens of lodges,
and private brethren, were arranged in particular seats
set apart for their reception in the hall. The procession
was formed in the committee-room, and consisted only
of present and past grand-officers, grand-stewards, mem-
bers of the hall committee and their assistants, and the
masters of the seven oldest lodges present. At half
past twelve the processiou entered the hall in the follow-
ing order :

Grand tyler, with a drawn sword ; four tylers, carry-
ing the lodge covered with white satin; master of the
seventh lodge, carrying two silver pitchers, containing
wine and oil ; the master of -the sixth lodge, carrying a
gold pitcher, containing corn ; assistants to the hall com-
mittee, with white rods, two and two; members of the
hall committee, who were not grand-officers, two and two;
the brethren from the lodge ot Alfred, in Oxford, in their
academical dress, two and two ; grand-stewards, two and
two ; the first light carried by the master of the fifth
lodge ;- wardens of the stewards’ lodge ; master of the

. stewards’ lodge : past grand sword-bearer ; architect, car-
rying square, level, and plumb-rule ; master of the fourth
lodge, carrying the Bible, compasses, and square, an a’
velvét cushion; grand-chaplain; grand-secretary, with
. the bag; grand-treasurer, with the staff; provincial grand-
masters, juniors walking first; the second light carried by
the master of the third lodge ; past junior grand-wardens,
Jjuniors walking first ; past senior grand-wardens, juniors
walking first ; the third light carried by the master of the
second lodge ; junior grand warden, senior grand-warden ;
deputy grand-master ; master of the senior lodge, carry-
ing the Book of Constitutions; grand-sword-bearer, car-
rying the sword of state ; grand-master.

On the procession reaching the grand-master’s chair,
the brethren who formed the procession were proclaimed,
and from that station walked round the hall three times;
at the end of the third procession, the present and past
grand-officers repaired to their seats on a platform at the
upper part of the hall, and the other grand-officers to the
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upser part of the front seats on each side of the lodge;
an

the grand-stewards and members of the hall com-
mittee to the lower part of the same seats. Immediately
on the grand-master being proclaimed, the music began
to play, and continued to perform a grand piece till all
the members in the procession were seated ; the lodge
was then placed in the centre of the hall, and the three
lights, with oue gold and two silver pitchers containing
corn, wine, and oil, were placed thereon ; the Bible, com-
passes, square, and Book of Constitutions, on a velvet
cushion, being placed on the pedestal, the foundation
stone anthem (p. 40) was then sung; after which an ex-
ordium on Masonry was pronoupnced by the grand-secre-
tary, and we are exceedingly sorry it cannot be inserted ;
but must refer our readers to the eulogium given of it in
Dr. Dodd’s Oration,® concluding with the architect’s de-
sire to return the implements intrusted to his care at
laying the foundation stone, on which the architect
addressed the grand-master as follows: '

Most worshipful and right hon. grand-master! On
laying the foundation stone of this most magnificent
building, your lordship was pleased to intrust these im-
plements to ny care. Ihave used them, and I trust with
some degree of credit, in raising this masonic structure,
now ready for dedication, which, though far from being
finished, has obtained the agprobation of so great a judge
in architecture as your lordship, our greatest artists In
general, and the whole body of Masons in particular. 1
now beg leave to return these (square, level, and plumb-
rule), having, in the first instance, used them to advantage.
The ornamental part, I hope to be able to finish in that
elegant and delicate stile the fraternity wishes, strictly
adhering to the most correct rules in architecture. Most
excellent grand-master, grand-officers, grand-stewards,
and brethren, be pleased to'accept of my most grateful
thanks, in preferring me to any other to raise your masonic
hall, and which I hope, when finished, will give you all
satisfaction. :

His lordship expressed his approbation of the architect’s
conduct, and commanded the proper officers to receive
back the implements which had been delivered him at

% See p. 49 of this book.
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"laying the foundation stone. A solemn piece of musie
was next performed, during which the ladies withdrew to

" tea and coffee, and such of the musicians, who were not .

masons, retired to accompany them. The grand-master
then ordered the hall to be tyled, on which the lodge was
uncovered, and the grand secretary informed the grand-
master, that it was the desire of the society to have the
hall dedicated to Masonry; on which the grand-master
conmanded the grand-officers to assist in that ceremony,
during which the organ kept playing solemn music. The
grand-officers then walked round the lodge in procession
three times, stopping each time for the ceremony of
dedication. At the end of the first procession the organ
was silent, and the grand-master declared in solemnn form
the hall dedicated to Masonry, which being proclaimed
by the grand-secretary, the grand honours were given;
at the end of the second procession, the organ was silent,
and the grand-master in solemn form declared the hall
dedicated to virtue, which being proclaimed, the grand
honours were given as before; at the end of the third
procession, the organ was silent, and the grand-masterin
solemn form declared the hall dedicated to universal cha-
rity and benevolence, which being proclaimed, the grand
honours were given as before: the lodge was then covered
and the lages introduced amidst the acclamations of the
brethren :®*hext a grand anthem (p. 41) was sung. The
following oration on Masonry was then delivered by
William Dodd, LL. D., grand-chaplain.

Most worshipful grand-master and brethren all! there
never was a stranger paradox advanced, than that, which
the gloomy philosopher of Malmesbury hath laboured to
support, against the sociability of man. Every feeling of
the human heart,—every trait in the human character,
—every line in the history of civilized nature serves to

. expiode the idea; and to convince us, ¢ that man is a

being furmed for society, and deriving from thence his
highest felicity and %lory.” Nay, indeed, the history of
mankind might well be considered as ¢ the history of
¢ gocial life; perpetually and invariably tending more
¢ and more to perfection.”

It is not to be doubted, that the mighty Master-hand,
which with so much facility created, from the dust of the
earth, the two first inhabitants of it, could, with equal
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ease, have created thousands of the same species, and have
given them all the means and advantages of perfect civi-
lization. But He thought good to create two only, with
an evident purpose to a gradual population of the earth
which he had formed; and to a gradual advancement of
those improvements, for which He wisely fitted the hu-
man mind; and in which He as wisely determined to
keep that mind continually occupied.

Hence, we perceive, that from this fertile and unex-
hausted storehouse of human intelligence and invention,
arts, sciences, and culture of every kind have proceeded.
with gradual progress; and man, peculiarly distinguished
as he is from the whole animal creation, by his boundless
capability of invention and improvement, man hath still
gone on to cultivate and adorn social life: and to beau-
tify and bless that life with all which utility could ask,
which reason could approve ; nay, or even the huxuriance
of fancy itself, with charmed eyes, could &elight in and
admire! )

Immortality and glory' crown the men—those truly
great and distinguished worthies, who have nobly added
to the advancement of human happiness, by the advance-
ment of civilization !—who, by the invention or improve-
ment of arts and sciences—of religion and laws, by human
or civil culture,—have been instrumental tg exalt the
dignity, and to enlarge the comforts of their &)ecies!

Kings of the earth!—who have furled with exulting
triumph your standards, crimson’d in fellow-creatures’
blood !—mighty conquerors!—who have proudly built
your fame on wide-spread ruin, and fearful devastation!
—how doth your false honour fade, and sink into darkness
and obscurity, before the ever-living lustre of their genuine
glory—those fathers, friends, and benefactors of mankind
—those true heroes, who, like their just emblem, the
sun, have perpetually diffused life, blessing, beneficence ;
have existed only to instruct, improve, and humanize the
world ! ’

These—illustrious hearers! are the men, whom we
exult to call brethren : and of this truly honourable fra-
ternity it is, that Masonry, throughout all ages, hath
been composed; an institution,—not, as the ignorant
and uninstructed vainly suppose, founded on unmeaning
mystery, and supported by mere good-fellowship :—but
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“ an institution founded on eternal reason and truth;
* whose deep basis is the civilization of mankind ; and
“ whose everlasting glory it is, to have the immoveable
« support of those two mighty pillars, Science and Mo-
¢ rality!” ,

In proof of what I advance, permit me just to touch,
with a passing pencil—as the time—not as the unlimited
nature of my subject will admit ;—just to touch upon—
(1.) the antiquity ;—(2.) the extent;—(3.) the compre-
hensiveness ;—(4.) the excellence and utility of our royal
art; of whose daily advancing progress, highly flourish-
ing state, and unquestionable merit, who can doubt a
moment—that beholds this splendid edifice ; that con-
giders this lovely, honourable, and illustrious assemblage ?

1. And permit me to observe, that the brightest title
suffers no diminution of lustre; nay, that nobility itself
derives distinction, from the support and countenance of
an institution so venerable. For, if antiquity merits our
attention, and demands our reverence—where will the
society be found, that hath an equal claim ?—Masons are
well-informed from their own private and interior records,
that the building of Solomon’s temple is an important
wera, from whence they derive many mysteries of their
art. Now, be it remembered, that this great event took

~place above a thousand years before the Christian era;
and consequently more than a century before Homer, the
first of the Grecian poets, wrote ; and above five centuries
before Pythagoras® brought from the East his sublime
system of truly masonic instruction, to illuminate our
Western World.

But, remote as is this period, we date not from thence
the commencement of our art. For, though it might
owe to the wise and glorious king of Israel some of its
many mystic forms and hieroglyphic ceremonies, yet cer-
tainly the art itself is coeval with man, the great subject
of it. Nay, it might be well stiled coeval with creation ;
when the sovereign Architect raised on mnasonic principles
this beauteous globe;—and commanded that master-
science geometry to lay the rule to the planetary world,
and to regulate by its laws the whole stupendous system,
in just unerring proportion rolling rcund the central sun!

% See Dacier's Life of Pythagoras.
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2. And as Masonry is of this remote antiquity, so is it
a8 might reasonably be imagined, of boundless extent.
We trace its footsteps in the most distant, the most
remote ages and nations of the world. We find it amongst
the first and most celebrated civilizers of the East,” we
deduce i% regularly, from the first astronomers on the
plains of Chaldea, to the wise and mystic kings and
priests of Egypt ;*—the sages of Greece, the philosophers
of Rome :—nay, and even to the rude and Gothic builders
of a dark and degenerate age; whose vast temples still
remain amongst us, as monuments of their attachments
to the masonic arts, and as high proofs of a taste, which,
however irregular, must always be esteemed awful and
venerable.® :

In truth, in no civilized age or country hath Masonry
been neglected: the most illustrious characters—kings
and nobles—sages and legislators—authors and artists—
have thought it their glory to protect and to honour it.
And, at the present hour, while we find the brotherhood
successfully established in every kingdom of the earth,
we are happy to rank in that list many names, which do
honour to their own—would have done howour to any
age. To enumerate them would be a task abundantly

7 + The beauty and fertility'of those climes (the Eastefn),” says Abbé
Leynall, “ hath ever engendered a most numerous race of people, as well
¢ a8 abundance of fruits of all kinds. Therc, laws and arts, the offspring
* of genius and tranquillity, have arisen from the settled state of govern-
‘ ment ; and luxury, the parent of every enjoyment that attends industry,
¢ has sprung out of the richness of the soil. India, China, Persia, and
¢ Egypt, were in possession not only of all the stores of naturc, but also
¢ of the most brilliant inventions of art. War has frequently obliterated
¢ every monument of genius in these parts, but they revive again out of
¢ their own ruins, as well as mankind. Not unlike those laborious swarms
¢ we see perish in their hives by the wintry blast of the north, and which
¢ reproduce themselves in spring ; retaining still the same love of toil and
¢ order. There are certain Asiatic nations, which have still preserved
¢ the arts of luxury with their materials, notwithstanding the incursions
¢ and conquests of the Tartars.” Vol. iv., p. 489.

3 The regal and sacerdotal offices, in the ancient world, were frequently
united ; Melchizedec was king and priest ; und Virgil speaks of -Aniug
rnder the same characters : .

Rex Anius, rex idem hominum Phabigque sacerdos.
Zn. iil. 0.

% So Abbé Reynall observes— The Gothic ages bave left us sume
‘ monuments, the bolduess and majesty of which still strike the eye
¢ amidst the ruins of taste and elegance.” p. 526.
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pleasing ; but the time allows we not. It would, however,
be inexcusable to omit particularising that hero-king, that
bright and northern star, whom the admiring world
allows to be one of the greatest princes, and of whom we
may justly boast as one of the first and most distinguished
friends and lovers of our art!®—that ancient, honourable
art, for whose promotion and dignity lodges are opened -
in every quarter of the globle.—For I cannot but remark
with peculiar pleasure, that in whatsoever else men may
dispute and disagree, yet they are all unanimous to
respeet and to support a singularly amiable institution ;
which annihilates all parties; conciliates all private opi-
nions; and renders those who by their Almighty Father
were made of one blood, to be also of one heart and one
mind; brethren, bound, firmly bound together by that
indissoluble tie—¢¢ the love of their God, and the love of
their kind.”

3. This alone might well be judged. a sufficient reason
for the extent, and, if we may so say, universality of the
Craft. But, when to this we farther add, the Compre-
hensiveness of the institution, and the vast circle of arts
and sciences which it takes in, we shall no longer wonder
at that extent; but be satisfied, ¢ That Masonry must
“and will always keep pace, and run parallel with the
‘“culture and civilization of mankind.” Nay, we may
pronounce, with strict truth, That where Masonry is not,

® T cannot with-hold from my reader the following eulogium on the
king of Prussia, by the historian so often quoted, and whose work alone
would confer immortality : ¢ The king of Prussia alone hath invented a
¢ new method of disciplining armies, of heading battles, and of gaining
% victories. This prince, who would have been better served by another
¢ nation, and certainly better commended than he could possibly be by
¢ his own ; who hath not had, since Alexander, his equal in history, for
¢ extent and variety of talents; who, without having been himself formed
¢ by Greeks, hath been able to form Lacedemonians; he, in a word, who
¢ hath deserved, beyond all others, that his name should be recorded in
his age, as a distinction vying in greatness with those of tift finest ages
¢ of the world ; this same king of Prussia hath totally changed the prin-
¥ ciples of war, by giving in some measure to the legs an advantage over
¢ the arms ; that is to say, that by the rapidity of his evolutions, and the
¢ celerity of his marches, he hath always excelled his enemies, even when
¢ he hath not conquered them. All the nations of Europe have been
¢ obliged to imitate his example, in order not to be obliged to submit to
¢ him.” He will enjoy the glory, since it is one, of having raised the art
¢ of war to a degree of perfection, from which, fortunately, it cannot but
¢ degenerate.’ p.-452.
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civilization will never be found. And so in fact it ap-
pears: for, in savage countries, and barbarous climes—
where operative Masonry never lays theline, nor stretches
the compass—vwhere skilful Architecture never plans the
dome, nor rears the well-ordered column;—on those
benighted realms, liberal Science never smiles, nor does
inge(;luous Art exalt, refine, embellish, and soften the
mind.*!

But, give Masonry once to exert her heaven-descended
talents, even in realms like those ;—let her rear the
dwelling, and teach the lofty temple to emulate the
clouds ;—see what a train of Arts immediately enter,
and join, in amsle suite, to give their patron Architecture
completion aund glory !*—Lo ! at their head, Sculpture
with his animating chisel bids the forming marble
breathe !-—See Painting with his vivid pencil steal Na-

4 Qvid’s famous line is 8o well known, and become, as it were, such a
geueral axiom, that it is scarce needful even to hint at it :
¢ Ingenuas didicisse, &c.’

4 ¢<The Genius, says Abbé Reynall, < which presides over Design
¢ raised three of these arts at once; I mean Architecture, Sculpture, and
¢ Painting.  Architecture, in which convenience of itself regulated those
¢ proportions of symmetry that contribute to give pleasure to the eye;
¢ Sculpture, which flatters princes, and is the reward of great men ; and
¢ Painting, which perpctuates the remembrance of noble actions, and the
‘instances of mutual love.” And speaking of the union and dependence
of the arts and manufactures, he goes on, ‘ Manufactures contribute to
¢ the advancement of knowledge and of the sciences. The torch of in-
¢ dustry serves at once to enlighten a vast horizon. No. art is single;
¢ the greater part of them have their forms, modes, instruments, and cle-
‘ments, in common. The mechanics themselves have contributed pro-
“digiously to extend the study of mathematics. Every branch of the
¢ genealogical tree of science has unfolded itself with the progress of the
‘arts and handicrafts. Mines, mills, cloth-works, and dying, have enlarged
¢ the sphere of philosophy and natural history.  Luxury has given rise
“to the art of enjoyment, which is entircly dependent on the liberal arts.
¢ As soon as Architecture admits of ornaments without, it brings with
¢ it decorations for the inside of our houses ; while Sculpture and Paint-
‘ing are at the same time at work for the embellishment and adorning
¢of the edifice. The art of Design is employed in our dress and .furni-
‘ture. The dpencil, ever fertile in novelty, is varying without end its
* sketches and shades on our stuffs and our porcelain. The powers of
¢ wenius are exerted in composing at leisure master-picces of poetry and
“eloquence, or those happy systews of policy and philosophy, which re-
¢gtore to the people their natural rights, and to sovereigns all their
¢ glory, which consists in reigning over the heart and the mind, over the
‘ opin;on and will of their subjects, by the means of reason and equity.’
p- 492
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ture’s fairest tints, while the glowing canvas starts
beneath his touch into beauty and life !—See the long
labours of the loom ; the storied tapestry, and the rich
wrought silk, employed to decorate the habitation which
every art and every exertion of the manufa¢turer and
mechanic are busied to complete!

But not the manual arts alone attend : hark !—through
the finished dome divine Music pours her soul-command-
ing sounds ; with her artful hand and finely-varied tones
sweetly enforcing the lofty and instructive. lessons of
heaven-born Poesy !—which, whilst it wraps the de-
lighted mind in deep contemplation, gives birth and
being to those sage, those civil, those legislative and
moral plans; or, in one word, to all that round of specu-
lative Masonry, which secures, adorns, and dignifies
society, and'represents, in strong contrast, the savage and
the civilized man !#

Thus comprehensive is the noble Art we boast ; and
such are the triumphs of Architecture alone, in whose
ample grasp are contained such numberless benefits to
human nature, and which may justly’ be deemed the
peculiar and favourite child of civilization, as well as
the unerring mark and criterion of that civilization, and
of the progress of the fine arts in every state. Were I
to proceed—or had I assumed for my proof that wonder-
ful, all-informing science on which Masonry is built;
nay, and which—proud Mistress of. Arts!—issues forth
her commanding laws, not only to those arts, but even
to nature—even to nature’s amplest round—the solar
system itself:—had Geometry been my theme—the time
would have failed me to have recounted even a part of
that comprehensive extent and reach of instruction ;—

4 See the histories of the Savages in America, Kamschatzca, Green-
land, &c. The ingenious author of ‘ The View of the internal Evidence
‘of the Christian Religion,” (to whom I am happy in an opportunity to
an my feeble tribute of thanks for his useful, well-timed, and irrefraga-

le work) observes, ¢ That if we turn our eyes to those remote regions of
‘the globe, to which supernatural assistance has never yet extended, we
¢shall there see men, endued with sense and reason not inferior to our

own, so far from being capable of forming systems of religion and mo-
‘rality, that they are at this day totally unable to make a nail or a
‘ hatchet ;—From whence we may surely be convinced, that reason alone
¢is so far from being sufficient to offer to mankind a perfect religion,
¢ that it has never yet been able to lead them to any degree of culture or
¢ civilization.” P. 116, &c.
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that inexhausted fund of information and knowledge, of
improvement and advantage, which it imparts to its stu-
dious votaries. Happy votaries—adepts in true Mason-
ry—ever the zealous and most ardent admirers of natural
and moral beauty! for they are especially sensible of the
beauties of that world, which, amongst the intelligent
Greeks, knew no other name. And well indeed might
it be styled Koouos, essential ¢ Beauty ;”’—for it excels,
at once, in all the regularity of order, the exactness of
proportion, the glow of colouring, the force of expres-
sion, and the strength of design.

4. But future and more extensive discussions of this
high and entertaining theme may, perhaps, through your
honourable sanction engage my pen.# For the present
—after what hath been already advanced, can any man
doubt a moment of ¢the excellence and utility of Ma-
-sonry,” thus deep in antiquity, boundless in extent, and
universal in its comprehension of science, operative and
speculative ; thus, in its wide bosom, embracing at once
the whole cirele of Arts and Morals ?

To attempt its encomium (particularly after what has
been already so ably, so elegantly advanced by my
. worthy brother®), would be ¢ wasteful and superfluous
¢« excess ;”” would be, in the fine language of our first and
sublimest of Bards, ‘

“To gild refined gold, to paint the lily,

“ To throw a perfume on the violet ;

“To smooth the ice ; to add another hue

“ Unto the rainbow ; or, with taper-light

“ To seek the beauteous eye of Heav'n to garnish.”

For who, in this polished, tﬁis improving age, is insensible
of the attraction, the excellence, the utility of the Fine
Arts, the Liberal Sciences 7 Who, in this peculiarly hu-

# The author did not live to publish any thing more on Masonry.

4 Mr. Hesseltine, the Grand-secretary, whose Exordium was not more
elegant and instructive, than ably and eloquently delivered.

4 It is a pleasure to remark, tl{at while our country has equalled Rome
in arms, she is every day advancing, and we trust will rival Greece in
Arts ;—so that Virgil's fine compliment to both these countries, we may
hope, will be completely applicable to her.

¢ Excudent alii spirantia mollius sra

¢ Credo equidem, vivos ducent de marmore vultus ;
¢ Orabunt causas melius, ccelique meatus
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mane and philanthropic @ra is cold to the call of benevo-
lence—that never failing attendant on the ingenuous
Arts ;—that all-pervading, all-performing virtue, which
in one short and easy word, Thou shalt love thy neigh-
bour as thyself, comprizes all duty, and consummates the
round of moral perfection. .

Indeed, the celebrated Eulogy which Cicero passeth on
philosophy, may, with equal propriety, be applied to Ma-
sonry, duly practised and rightly understood. For in
that view 1t will be found eminently “ the improvement
“of youth, and the delight of old age. The ornament
“of prosperity, the refuge and solace of adverse hours ;
‘it pleases at home ; is noincumbrance abroad; it lodges
“with us; travels with us; and adds amusement and
‘ pleasure to our rural retirement.? ‘ ‘

With heart-felt zeal and sincerity, allow me then, right
noble and worthy Brethren, to congratulate you on the
advancement, the progress, and present state of our use-
ful, excellent, antique, and mystic Lore! more particu-
larly allow. me to congratulate you on' this great and
festive day ; on this solemn pEpicaTION With high pomp
and song, of an EpIFICE, which does equal credit to its
architect, and to the craft; and which promises a long
line of stability and glory to Masonry, in this its favourite
land!

And while by our sincere good-will and friendly regard
each for the other ;—while by our liberal and merciful

’

¢ Describent radio, et surgentia sidera dicent ;

¢ Tu regere imperio populos, Romane, memento !
‘He tibi erunt artes; ncisﬂue imponere morem,

¢ Parcere subjectis, et debellare superbos.

’ An. vi. 847.

Bishop Hall, in his Quo Vadis (p. 644) speaking of England, says,
¢ The double praise which was of old given to two great nations, that
¢ Ttalie eould not be put downefor armes, nor Greece for learning, is
¢ happily met in our one Iland. Those therfore that cross the seas to fill
‘ their braine, doe but travel northward for heat, and seeke that candle
¢ which they carry in their hande.’ _

47 ¢ Heee studia adolescentiam alunt, senectutem oblectant ; secundas
¢ res ornant ; adversis perfugium ac solatium preabent ; delectant domi ;

_“non impediunt foras ; pernoctant nobiscum ; perigrinantur ; rustican-

‘tur” And so also Vitruvius, in his Preface, p. 14, finely observes,
‘ Doctum (hac in scientia) solum ex omnibus, neque in alienis locis pere-
¢ grinum esse, neque, amissis familiaribus et necessariis inopem amicorum ;
‘sed in omni civitate civem censeri, adversosque fortunz casus posse
¢ despicere.'—Vitruv. Prefat. L. vi.
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relief of the Brethren in distress ;—while by the estab-
lishment of an universal language and communication,
for the attainment of those two purposes throughout the
earth, under the seal of most sacred and inviolable se-
cresy ;—whilst thus, we seem to have amply provided for
the interests of benevolence: so let us, by every method,
and by every encouragement in our power, court the
liberal arts to come and dwell amongst us : let the means
of their cultivation and improvement be the frequent
subject of our best and most serious disquisitions: let us
endeavour to hold forth every engaging allurement, that
they may approach and apEly their elegant and wonder-
working fingers, to finish the beauties of this well-ordered
dome; and to make it, what we wish, the distinguished
residence of immortal Masonry !

An @ra, which cannot be far distant : for the magnifi-
cence of our building, in so short a period, thus wonder-
fully grown up before us, s?eaks an emphatic language,
at once the zeal and the ability of its friends; and stimu-
lates—with a force far beyond all the eloquence of the
most persuasive orator ;—stimulates every noble heart to
a gallant emulation, and must inspire a wish to contri-
bute towards the perfection of so beautiful and elegant
a design. '

Nor can the brilliant and generous example of that
illustrious Nobleman, who so honourably presides over
us, want its due effect ;—a Nobleman—you, my Breth-
ren, all agree with me—not more distinguished as a Ma-
son than as a Man! whose love of liberal Arts, and whose
regard for moral virtue, are not confined to the Lodge,
but accompany and adorn him in all the walks of life!
- Under such auspices may the Craft rest happy and secure,
and flourish for ever as the Palm !~—and may this Hall,
awfully dedicated to Masonry, to Virtue, to Benevolence,®
still and for ever behold each ennobling science, each
ingenuous Art, smile and triumph, soften and civilize be-
neath its roof !—May private friendship and public virtue
dignify and distinguish the heart and character of every
Mason, who here shall form and fill the mystic Lodge !

And when the sacred solemn rites are done, when fes-
tive Hilarity assumes his social seat, may decent polite-

# See the Ceremonial of Dedicataion.
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ness, and sweetly-smiling innocence, for ever wreathe the
chaplet forhisbrow, crown hisbowl, and command hissong!

And, while amidst the scientific labours of the Lodge,
elevated schemes of improving Art engage and enrapture
our Minds ; while holy and ancient mysteries warm the
imagination with improvement’s kindred glow ;—while
in the mournful investigation of a Brother’s wants plead-
ing pity melts our eye, and generous compassion swells
the feeling breast ;—while amidst the chearful exertions
of inoffensive mirth, of heart-enlarging, friendly commu-
nication—reflection shall be enabled to look back with
pleasure, and impartial conscience shall find nothing te
disapprove : then, my Brethren, may we, with comfort
and with confidence, lift up our adoring hearts:

And we do lift them up to Thee, Great Nature’s ado-
rable and wonderous Geometrician! Almighty Parent
of the World ! wise Former of Man! imploring on this,
and on all our other laudable undertakings, thy favour,
thy blessing, thy aid, without which, vain and fruitless
are all the efforts of feeble men !—'Tis from Thee, bene-
ficent Founder of our frame, that we have received, the
beart to feel ; the hand to labour ; the eye to behold ; the
ear to hear; the tongue to proclaim ; and all the facul-
ties which make us susceptible of moral, partakers of
natural good!—Teach us, then, to delight in them, to
improve them as thy blessing ; 'and through the beauty,
order, and excellence of created things, to view, contem-
plate and adore thy uncreated excellence and beauty !

Formed as thy Temple, and enriched with the orna-
ments of thy creative wisdom,—consummate Architect
of thy master building, Man!—we look up to thee, to
inspire us with understanding, with science, with virtue,
with all which can dignify, refine, and exalt our nature,
and render the temple at least not wholly unworthy of
its sacred inhabitant !—To this end, direct us to make
the blessed volume of thy instructive wisdom, the never-
erring square to regulate our conduct;*® the compass

# Shakespeare—that all-comprehending genius,—in his play of An-
tony and Cleopatra puts a speech into the mouth of Antony, act ii. scene
3. which plainly shews that immortal bard was one of our brethren :

¢ My Octavia,
¢ Read not my blemishes in the world’s report,

¢ I have not kept my square ; but that to come
¢ Shall all be done by rule.”
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within whose circle we shall ever walk with safety and
with peace ; the infallible plumb-line and criterion. of
rectitude and truth! Enable us to fill up every sphere
of duty with exactness and honour; and by our amiable
Tattention to all the sweet and blessed offices, the endear-
ing charities of social lifein particular, teach us to win
the love of those who unite in those tender offices with
us ; and as fathers, husbands, friends,—as worthy men
and worthy Masons,—to distinguish and exalt the profes-
sion which we boast !

And while through thy bounty—rich Dispenser of every
blessing !—our cups’ overflow with plenteousness, and
wine, and corn, and o0il,* delight and cheer our boards:
Oh, may our full hearts never be wanting in gratitude,
and in the voice of thanksgiving to Thee; in liberal sen-
timents and succour towargs every laudable undertaking;
in the quickest sensibility, and readiest relief we can give
to the woes and distresses of our fellow-creatures—ot ail
mankind—of every being, universal Lord! who bears
thy image, and looks up to thy providence; who is fed
by thy hand, hopes for thy future and all-comprehending
mercy, and can and will triumphantly unite with us,—
with the general voice of Masons and of Men,—earnestly
and emphatically saying,

¢ Father of All! in every age,
«In every clime ador'd,
“ By Saint, by Savage, and by Sage,
*“ Jehovah, Jove, or Lord !
*To Thee, whose temple is all space,
“ Whose altar, earth, sea. skies,
““One chorus let all Being raise,
¢ All Nature’s incense rise ! *’

After this the Coronation Anthem was sung, viz,

Zadock the priest, and Nathan the prophet, anointed Solomon
king. And all the people rejoiced, and said, God save the king, long
live the king, may the king live for ever. Amen. Hallelyjah !

Hallelujah—For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. The king-
dom of tfns world is become the kingdom of our Lord and of his
Christ, and he shall reign for ever and ever, King of Kings, Lord of
Lords. Hallelujah !

% See the Ceremonial of the Dedication.
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After which, donations from several respectable breth-
ren were proclaimed. Then the following New Ode,
written by a member of the Royal Alfred Lodge at Ox-
ford, and set to music by Mr. Fisher, was performed,
viz,

STROPHE.
AIR.

What solemn sounds on holy Sinai rung,
When heav’nly lyres, by angel-fingers strung,
According to th’ immortal t1:{,
That hymn’d creation’s natal day.
RECITATIVE, @ccompanied.
"Twas then the shouting sons-of morn
Bless'd the great omnific word :—
¢« Abash’d hoarse jarring atoms heard,
¢t Forgot their pealing strife,
¢ And softly crowded into life,”’
When order, law, and harpony were born.

. CHORUS.
The mighty master’s pencil warm .
Traced out the shadowy form,
And bade each fair proportion grace
Smiling nature’s modest face.

AIR.
Heaven's rarest gifts were seen to join
To deck a finish’d form divine,
Ang fill the sov’reign artist’s plan ;
Th’ Ahnighty’s image stamp’d the glowing frame,
And seal:g him with the noblest name,
Archetype of beauty, Man.

ANTISTROPHE.

SEMI-CHORUS AND CHORUS.

Ye spirits pure, that rous'd the tuneful throng,
And loos’d to rapture each triumphant tongue,
- Again, with quick instinctive {ﬁ'e,
Each harmonious Iip inspire :
Again bid ev’ry vocal throat
Dissolve in tender votive strain.

AIR.
« Now while yonder white-rob’d train®!
Before the mystic shrine
In lowly adoration join,
Now sweep the living lyre, and swell the melting note.

% Alluding to the Brethren in their white aprons, &ec.
4
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RECITATIVE.
Yot ere the holy rites begin
The conscious shrine within,
Bid your magic song impart.
AIR.

How within the wasted heart
Shook by passion’s ruthless power,
Virtue trimm’d her faded flower,
To op’ning buds of fairest fruit.
"'};ow. Jfrom majestic Nature's glowing jace,
She caught each animating grace, .
And planted there th’ immortal root.

] EPODE.
RECITATIVE, accompanied.

Daughter of Gods, fair virtue, if to thee

And tllg bright sister, aniversal love,
Soul of all good, e’er flow’d the soothing harmony

Of pious gratulgtion—from above
To us, thy duteous votaries, impart

Presence divine.

AIR.

The sons of antique art,
In high mysterious jubilee,
With psean loud, and solemn rite, .
Thy holy step invite,
And court thy list’ning ear,
To drink the cadence clear
That swells the choral symphony.

CHORUS. ]
To thee, by foot profane untrod,
Their votive hands have rear’d the high abode.
RECITATIVE.
Here shall your impulse kind
Inspire the tranced mind.
AIR.

And lips of truth shall sweetly tell
‘What heavenly deeds befit,
The soul by wisdom’s lesson smit :
‘What praise he claims, who nobly spurns
Gay vanities of life, and tinsel joys,
For which unpurged fancy burns.
CHORUS.
‘What pain he shuns, who dares be wise;
‘What glory wins, who dares excel.

% The lines in Italic are omitted iu the music,
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The following is an explanatior. on the Ode, by the
author, in a letter directed to James Heseltine, Esq.,
viz.

TEAR SIR :

Ticlos’'d I have transmitted to you an Ode, composed,
. consequence of the request of the grand master (which
‘'we consider as a command), by one of the brethren of the
lodge of Alfred, for the consecration of the great hall.
I presert it with all submission to the judgment of our
brethren; they are at full liberty to employ or reject it,
to alter or correct it as they please. The author desires
to remain in obscurity ; it is his first attempt in the path
of lyric poetry, and he is not a candidate for fame, where
he thinks he has so litile reason to hope for the prize.
If his composition proves acceptable to his brethren of
the grand lodge, or even if it only shews his disposition
to attend at all times to their requests, that is the highest
satisfaction he hopes from this undertaking. He is con-
cerned, that the nature of, the subject obliged him to be
more obscure than he might perhaps otherwise have
been. The following outlines will sufficiently explain
to you the author’s plan—how it is executed you will
judge.
! Tghe Ode is designed to be sung at the consecration of
a masonic hall ; it is therefore addressed to those angelic
beings who shouted for joy at the creation of the world :
they are invited to attend the consecration of a building
dedicated to the service of virtue, and sacred to the
duties of charity and benevolence. The Ode is divided
into strophe, antistrophe, and epode, agreeable to the man-
ner of the Grecian lyrics. In the strophe, the author
paints the scene of the creation, and describes the har-
mony which then resounded through the‘universe, espe-
cially at the formation of man. In the second part, the
antistrophe is the address to the angelic beings who are
invited to attend a solemnity, to celebrate the consecra-
tion of our building, and to instruct the surrounding
crowd, that vi{tue alone could make the human form
the real image of the divine, or bring it to a correspondent
beauty with the other parts of nature; and, therefore,
the least part, the epode, is more particularly addressed
to virtue and benevolence—invoking their attendance on
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this solemn occasion, and dedicating to their future pro-
tection and service this temple of Masonry.

The author has given his opiniori how he thinks it
should be set to music, but that he leaves to the better
judgment of your musical composer.

dI should be obliged to you for your opinion on the
Ode. .

I am with great respect,
Your humble servant and brother.

New Corr. Oxon.,

Monday, April 1, 1776.

After which the procession was resumed, and marched
round the hall three times, preceded by tylers carrying
the lodge as at entrance, during which the music con-
tinued ti)laying a grand piece. The procession being
returned to the committee room, the grand lodge was
closed in ample form, &c.

Many other brethren exerted their talents in composing
‘odes on so important an . occasion, among which the fol-
lowing, viz. =

0DE> for the Dedication of the FREE-MASONS’ NEW HALL,
By the Rev. Brother DANIEL TURNER, A. M., Woolwich, Kent

STROPHE.

RECIT. AND CHORUS.

‘What sacred sounds on Zion’s top were heard,
When rising light t’ illume new worlds appear’d !
Seraphic bauds all join’d the lay,

And hail’d creation’s natal day.

RECIT., accompanied.

*T'was then old Chaos stood amaz’d,
Before the Almighty’s face,
Heav'n and earth assum’d their place.
Th’ all pervading hand,
Divided sea and land,
Then beauty, grace, and order first were rala’c.

CHORUS.

"The mighty architect design’d
An emlﬁem of his spotless mind :
Perfection glow'd throughout the whole,
And harmony was nature’s soul. .
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AIR.

Unfinish’d still the great intent,

Once more th’ Almighty word was sent,
To fi] the wond’rous plan:

The new-form'd dust in majesty arose,

Aud with his Maker’s image glows,

- Prince of creation, Man.

11
ANTISTROPHE.
RECIT. AND CHORUS.

Celestial spirits loudly sounding,

Holy harps through heav’n resounding,

Sweep the strings with touch divine,
“Masons Wl the concert join !

While the notes in highest strain,

Wake all nature to a song!

-

" AIR.

Praise to Masons doth belong,
Masons, sons of art reveal’d;
Tenets pure, though deep conceal’d,

The craft and master extoll,

‘While truth and life remain.

RECITATIVE.

Concord’s each peculiar son,
Sure will baneful passion shun:
Unity’s the strongest power.

AIR.

TJnity can blessings shower,

(’er a happy band and free;

Such as is fam’d Masonry.
Benevolence each heart expands,

AIR continued, and at the end CHORUS.

Philanthropy extends the willing arm,
To feed—to shelter—and to warm,
Each who in need of pity stands.

EPODE.

RECIT., accompanied.

Virtue, all hail ! before thy shrine we bow
Exalt our minds with emulation’s fire,

To tread the paths of heroes let us now
Attempt—and after lasting fame aspire.

To our endeavours, aid divine impart,

And grace the works mysterious of our art
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AIR.

Science! gaudiest plume of reason,

Now to thee in this their dwelling,

Masons all mankind excelling,

Yield the palms of grateful praise,

And a joyful chorus raise, é
Which sha.ﬁ last through ev'ry season.

/ CHORUS.

Lo:;f may the social bond remain,
While arts and virtue grace its reign.

RECITATIVE.

Its influence shall hold,
Till death doth all unfold.

AIR.

Tread gently o'er this saored ground,
Here the dome aspiring,
Breasts masonic nobly firing,
Leads to honour, merit, glory;
From deep foundations noble structures rise,
Such as bear renown in story.

FIRST CHORUS.

May bliss, eternal pleasures fair,
Crown the compass, and the square.

GRAND CHORUS.

Happy—happy—happy he,
Who tastes the joys of Masonry.

This Ode was accompanied with the following letter
directed to the hall-committee :

. Woorwzch, April 17, 17;76.
GENTLEMEN,

Along with this I present to your examination the
hasty production of a few.hours; for the shortness of time
allotted me, and the nature of my confined situation
allowed no more. I confess the subject to be capable of
a greater number both of philosophic, masonic, and poetic
beauties, which should have been wrought into the piece,
had you sooner advised me of it. If any other brother
furnish you with a better, the rejecting of mine will give
me pleasure. but should mine bz approved, permit me
to ask a favour, nay to claim a right, which true Masons
will never deny a brother.
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Though I am not unknown to the world in a literary
character, yet I have always been in obscurity, owing to
the want of patronage among the great or afluent: what-
ever, therefore, tends to make me better known, is a real
service to me. To assist the weak is the glory of huma-
nity, but the duty of 'a Mason. As I am a teacher as well
as a clergyman, the printing my name and present place
of residence to the ode may be of advantage to me.
Such an acknowledgment, I hope, will not be thought
extravagant for me to ask, who I may say lives by my
pen, nor beneath you to grant. I have the honour to be
with profound respect,

Gentlemen,
your most obedient humble servant,
DanierL TurNER.

OpE on raising a HaLw sacred to Masonry, by Brother
John Williamson of London.

No more of trifling themes or vain,
My Muse again shall sing,
Urania claims & nobler strain,
A more expanded wing.
To Masonry exalt the joyful song,
Soft as the infant morn—yet as the subject—strong.

Behold! the sacred structure rise,
On firm foundation laid,
‘Where Solomon the great and wise,
His bounty first display’d ;
The Syrian king materials brought
To aid the grand design,
And Hiram Abiff's happy thought
Completed it divine.
In wisdom, strength, and beauty see
The three grund orders hap’ly agree.
From hence, what blessings may arise
By ev'ry brother's friendly aid ;
The fairest offspring of the skies,
Kind Charity ! all charming maid!
Shall stretch her hand the poor to bless,
And raise them up from deep distress;
Banish each sorrow from the breast,
And. like the good Samaritan—balm impart.
Hail, Masonty ! to thee we raise
The song of triumph, and of praise;
For surely unto thee belongs
The highest notes, the noblest songs,



68

Whose arts with happiness delight,
And each like brethren unite.

To noble PETRE raise the strain,

He bids the temple rise again,

Him future Grands ® sh:ﬁ joyful own,

Who laid the first foundation stone;

Let us hands together join,

Masonry is art divine;

Harmony supports the whole,

Fills the heart, exalts the soul.
Thrice hail again this noble art!
‘Which can such mystio joys impart ;
The sun which shines sapreme on high,
The stars that glitter in the sky,
The moon that yields her silver light,
And vivifies the lonely night,
Must by the course of nature fade away,
And all the earth alike in time decay;
But, while they last, shall Masonry endure,
Built on such pillars, solid and secure :
And at the last, again shall rise
In brotherly affection to the skies.

To Masonry exalt the lay,

Each brother raise his voice, '
Let smiles around diffusive play,
And heartily rejoice.

Since noble PETRE grac’d this pile,
Both wisdom, strength, with beauty smile.

No. 18, Hiﬁh Holborn, J. W.
Muay 1776.

Directed to Capt. George Smith at Woolwich, with a request to lay it before the
Hall-committee.

Thus ended one of the grandest ceremonies of Masonry
ever exhibited in this or any other age. -

Under lord Petre’s auspices Masonry flourished both
at home and abroad in the most conspicuous manner; for
in the year 1772 the Masons at Barbadoes built an
elegant hall for their meetings. In 1773 the Hall-com-
mittee was first appointed by the Grand Lodge, who had
the sole care of that building, and still continue to have
the sole government of the hall-fund, as well as of every
thing belonging to that structure and its appurtenances,
&c. This committee consists of all present and past
grand officers, and of the following brethren, viz., brother

ames Harrison, brother John Yeamons, and brother
Redmond Simpson. . They are subject to the controul of

% The ancient Masons always call the grand-master the Grand.

[
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the Grand Lodge, to whom all reports of proceedings are
made ; neither can any thing be passed into a law with-
out the approbation of the Grand Lodge assembled in
quarterly communication. Each member has been ho-
noured with a silver medal, on which is represented the
implements of Masonry, with this motto: Vide, Audi,
Tace; and on the reverse, a sun, with- the name and
nux{xber of the owner, with this inscription : Free Masons’
Hall. :

In the same year an alliance was formed with the
Grand Lodge of Germany, held at Berlin, under the
patrona%e of his present Prussian majesty, who, in the
- year following (namely, 1774?, incorporated the society
of Free-masons throughout all his dominions.® -

In 1775 the office of grand-chaplain was revived in
the person of the learned, but unfortunate Dr. Dodd,
LL. D., since whose death the place has remained va-
cant.

During his lordship’s reign all past grand-officers were
permitted to wearcthe jewel of their respective offices in
a circle, pendant to a blue riband, at all the public meet-
ings of the society. In the same reign an appendix to

. the Book of Constitutions was ordered to be printed under
the inspection of the Hall-committee.

In 1776 the masons at Sunderland built an elegant
room for the meetings of the King George’s, and the
Sea Captains’ lodges, which was dedicated in an ample
form. -In short, during Lord Petre’s reign the ground
was purchased in London for building a Hall for the
Grand-lodge of England ; the foundation stone was laid,
the building erected, dedicated, and finished.

In 1777 the duke of Manchester accepted the office of
grand-master, and governed the craft with care and vigi-
lance five years. During his 1presidency those persons
who assemble in London and elsewhere, in the character
as masons, calling themselves Ancient Masons, by virtue
of an authority from a pretended grand-lodge in England,
said to be under the patronage of the duke of Athol, are
forbid to be countenanced and acknowledged as masons
by any regular lodge or mason, under the constitution of
England. This censure doth not extend to any lodge or

& See the History and Antiquify of Freemasonry in Germany.
4* )
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mason made in Scotland or Ireland, or to any lodge or
mason made abroad, and in alliance with the grand-lodge
of England. Under his grace’s reign the law which spe-
cifies that no person shall be made a mason for a less sum
than one guinea, be repealed, and no person be made for
a less sum than two guineas. That no constitution for a
town lodge be granted for a less sum than six guineas, or
for a country lodge for a less sum than four guineas, exclu-
sive of the other usual fees. It was also enacted, that
each lodge shall pay for every person made a mason the
sum of five shillings, for registering his name in the books
of the grand-lodge ; and for every mason becoming a mem-
ber of any lodge or lodges, the sum of two shillings and
sixpence. Many other wise and useful laws were estab-
lished during his grace’s administration.

In 1783 his royal highness the duke of Cumberland
succeeded the duke of Manchester, and was installed in
the usual manner. At this ceremony the greatest har-
mony prevailed in all the meetings of the society; hence
we have every reason to suppose the spciety will flourish
under our Royal Grand-master'more than in any former
reign. And for the better support and dignity of the
fraternity, it was judged convenient and necessary, not
only for the dignity of the institution, but for the more
immediate ease of his royal highness, to appoint the right
honourable the earl of Effingham acting grand-master.
Thus Masonry flourishes in England at present.

DESCRIPTION OF FREE-MASONS' HALL.

* This building is situate on the south side of Great
Queen-street, Lincoln’s-inn-fields ; a street very spacious
and commodious for.carriages to and from the Hall on
days of solemnity. The house and garden, where now
_ the Hall is erected, is freehold, and was purchased by
the society of Free-masons for three thousand two hun-
. dred pounds, with some interest due thereon. The house
itself was built by the renowned Brother Inigo Jones,
which, after various alterations and amendments, is now
used as an elegant tavern and coffee-house; though the
major part of the upper rooms are occasionally used by
the society ; some for committee-rooms, others for the
meetings of the Royal Arch Chapter, the Grand-stew-
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ards, and other lodges of eminence ; but the Hall is built
where the garden formerly was, behind the house; the
length of which was 99 feet, and breadth 43 feet, and
the whole length of the building, from front to rear, is
200 feet.

The foundation of this most magnificent building was
laid on Monday, the 1st of May, 1775, by the Right Hon. .
Lord Petre, then grand-master, accompanied by his offi--
cers and a very numerous and brilliant company of masons
and ladies;* and it was dedicated on Thursday, the 23d
of May, 1776, by the same nobleman, assisted by the
proper officers, with a very numerous and genteel com-
pany of past grand-officers and brethren of eminence and
distinction, at which upwards of four hundred ladies were

present :* for .

As solid happiness we prize,

Within our breast this jewel lies,
And they are fools who roam ;

The world has nothing to bestow,

From our own selves our joy must flow, N
And this building our home.

The entrance into the Hall is from the committee-
room, through a small gallery, on the right of which is
a commodious flight of steps leading to the under-croft,
or ground apartments, and on the left a small room ap-
propriated for the reception of wines on grand festivals;
above this is a large music gallery, capable of containing
three hundred spectators, exclusive of the band of music,
supported by pillars and pilasters of the composite order.
The length of this building within the walls is 92 feet ;
it is 43 feet broad, and upwards of 60 feet high. At the
upper end of the Hall there is a place allotted for the
grand-officers and their attendants, when the grand-lodge
meet, which takes up about one-fourth of the whole
length, and which is higher than the rest by two steps;
at the extremity of which is a very beautiful alcove of a
semicircular form, to hold the grand-master’s chair. On
the right and left of this elevated place are two galleries,
supported by beautiful fluted pillars of the Corinthian
order, either for music, or to admit ladies to the sight of

% See ceremony observed at laying the Foundation stone, page 39, &c.
s &See ceremony obscrved at the Dedication of Free-masons’ Hall, page
46, &c.
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such ceremonies as the laws of the society will permit.
The remaining part of the Hall is for the use of the
rand-stewards, and brethren in general, when the grand-
odge assembles. The pilasters on each side of the Hall
are fluted, and otherwise most beautifully decorated. Be-
.tween these pilasters there are places appropriated for the
-reception of full-length paintings of the grand-officers in
their masonic dress, and above them are places for such
historical paintings as have some affinity to the royal art,
or are expressive of the virtues of Free-masonry. All the
other jntermediate spaces are most elegantly decorated
with the most beautiful emblematical, symbolical, and
hieroglyphical figures and representations of the myste-
ries of the royal art. The delighted eye, glancing over
all these splendid objects, would rest with complete satis-
faction on this beautiful fabric, to which they serve as
embellishments, if the whole of the front building had
been equal in beauty and elegance to the Hall : for
Example is a living law, whose sway
Men more than all the written laws obey ;
We to ourselves may all our wishes grant,
For nothing coveting, we nothing want.
" Round the top of the side walls runs a small ballus-
trade, or rather a kind of ornamented iron palisades, capa-
ble of holding a vast number of spectators ; above which
a number of semicircular windows are placed, so contrived
as to open and shut with the greatest ease and facility, to
let in fresh air as often as may be required. The reason
why the windows are placed so high, is, that no specta-
tors from the adjacent houses might view our masonic
ceremonies. )

The roof of this magnificent Hall is in all probability
the highest finished piece of workmanship in Europe,
having gained universal aptplause from all beholders, and
has raised the character of the architect (Richard Cox)
beyond expression. In the center of this roof a most
splendid sun is represented in burnished gold, surrounded
by the twelve signs of the Zodiac, with their respective
characters, viz. : '

Aries, v. Taurus, ¥. Gemini, IT.

Cancer, %. Leo, L. Virgo, ™.

Libra, =, Scorpio, m. Sagittarius, 1.
Capricorn, ¥5. Aquarius, 2. and Pisces, .
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The emblematic meaning of the sun is well known to
the enlightened and inquisitive Free-mason, and as the
real sun is sitnated in the center of the universe, so is
this emblematic sun fixed in the center of real Masonry.
We all know that the sun is the fountain of light, the
source of the seasons, the cause of the vicissitudes of day
and night, the parent of vegetation, and the friend of
man ; hence, the seientific Free-mason only knows the
reason why the sun is thus placed in the center of this
beautiful Hall.

Whenever ‘the grand lodge assemble, this hall is fur-
ther ornamented with five brilliant and rich cut-glass
chandeliers, the most magnificent of which hangs above
that part of the hall allotted for the grand-officers; the
other four are distributed in pairs, at equal distances.
'l‘hgse lustres, with a,sufficient number of sconces, in
which only wax lights burn, illuminate the hall with a
brilliancy that far surpasseth the ideas of all that have
not beheld it in this blaze of day.

Hail! heavenly lights, supremely fair!
‘Whose smiles can balm the horrors of despair,
Bids in each breast unusual transport flow,

And wipe the tears that stain the cheek of woe :

How blest the man who quits each meaner scene,

Like thee®” exalted, smiling, and serene!

‘Whose rising soul pursues a nobler flight ;
‘Whose bosom melts with more refin’d delight ;

‘Whose thoughts, elate with transports all sublime,

Can soar at once beyond the views of time :
Till loos'd from earth, as angels unconfined,
It flies adrial on the darting wind ;

+ I'ree as the keen-ey'd cagle, bears away,
And mounts the regions of eternal day.

When the society is assembled in this hall, the masonic
tables are placed in the following order, viz.: The grand-
officers’ table, which forms an exact semicircle, is placed
at the ugper part of the hall, being elevated about three
feet higher than the other tables. At the vertex of this
half round the grand-master is seated, and on his right
and left the grand-officers, and twelve grand-stewards,
who attend the grand-master: within the concavity of
this table, masons of birth and distinction are placed,as
likewise the grand-swordbearer, who sits facing the grand-

&7 Free-maSonry.



74

master, and all foreign visitors of rank. Parallel to these
steps, the table belonging to the grand-stewardsis placed,
extending from side to side, leaving ouly a passage for the
attendants to pass and repass; at this table none but the
members of the stewards’ lodge are permitted to sit,
except foreign stewards by invitation. Perpendicular to
this table, and parallel to the side walls, five tables for
the rest of the brethren are placed, extending the whole
length of the hall, unoccupietf by the other tables before-
mentioned ; they are placed at such distances as to have
sufficient room for the servants to attend on every occa-
sion. These tables are all of mahogany, and so made,
that they can be placed and replaced in a ve